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ARTICLE. i. 


FRAOTURE OF THE GARPAL EXTREMITY OF 
THE ULNA, . 


Wiru Dispiacement or THE Pistrorm Bonz, anp Exrtirpa- 
TION OF THE LATTER SIX MONTHS AFTER THE INJURY. 


BY JAS. H, FARIS, M. D.» DANVILLE, ILL. 


May 2d, 1859, I was consulted by Mrs. Susan: Palmer, 
relative to the above described injury, received the day be- 
fore. By manipulation, I discovered an oblique fracture of 
the ulna immediately above its capitalum. The s\ . 
not excessive, crepitus evident, Seforeciny quite apy 
tient complains of but little pain. She i that af. 
ter raising a window she turned to leave it, and, vd in the 
act of doing so, observed the sash falling; attempting to ar- 
rest it, she received the injury 
ing in violent contact with 











" ing it between the thumb an 
and rotating hand from left’ 


from the elbow to the points © i fingers, nie 
back of the fore arm; one some applied in { 









314 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


with the addition of a pad in the palm of the hand; a third 
along the inner side of the wrist joint; the application of a 
roller encircling the arm,with orders to keep the joint wet with 
cold water, constituted the dressing. In afew hours the pa- 
tient complained of rapid darting pain in the course of the 
ulnar and median nerve, in thé axilla, and side of the neck, 
as high as the origin of the brachial plexus. 

The appliances were now removed without any relief 
whatever. The part was thoroughly examined, the fragments 
separated and again replaced; when the hand was flexed for- 
ward, she was free from pain ; when backwards, the pain was 
excessive. I could not discover that a portion of the nerve 
had been caught by the fragments; there was no unusual 
depression or prominence by which I could be guided in my 
diagnosis, no external wound, not even an abrasion of the 
skin, indicated that a foreign body from without was produ- 
cing the mischief. Was there laceration of the nerve? This 
could not occur, its anitomical relations to the superficial and 
deep seated tendons of the flexors forbiding such a conclu- 
sion. 

I continued.my attentions to this lady up to the 25th inst., 
during which period she suffered the most excruciating pain, 
with scarcely a moment of'rest. Morphine in larger doses, 
liniments,volatile and sedative, yariously combined, turpen- 
tine with ammonia, the latter with chloroform, tincture of 
aconite and belladonna, frigorific mixtures of salt and ice, 

s of wine added to diacetate of lead, and acetic acid, and 
ally a blister from the wrist to the middle of the neck ; 
none of which alleviated or aggravated the pain. 
. June 15th, the constitution was sympathising to an alarming 
extent, and loss of rest and appetite, morosity of temper, the 
sides of the little finger and the ulnar side of the ring finger 
were almost useless ; shrivelled, cold, and almost insensible 
to the pie, of a pin; atrophy @f the whole arm making its 
; the circulation in the radial artery not affected, 
ie ulnar cond not be found. 
ne treatment continued without amendment, until the 
June; | Drs, Tithian, Scott, and Lemon met me in 
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council ; a number of prescriptions suggested, as many theo- 
ries advanced, but no good resulting. 

21st. During my manipulations I was satisfied that the 
pisiform bone was displaced and now resting upon the neck* 
of the front surface of the ulnar, thereby producing the irrita- 
tation. A pit at the normal location of the bone, satisfied 
my mind, fully, that my diagnosis was correct, and my pa- 
tient’s suffering at about anend. In the evening the physi- 
cians were re-called, my convictions stated, and an explanato- 
ry incision proposed on the spot; and in the event the bone 
was not displaced, to remove an inch and a half of the ulnar 
nerve. Nothing was done, and I left the patient to be tor- 
tured by a repetition of extreme pain. 

July 1st, I proposed taking her to Chicago, which I did. 
A course was prescribed, and upon my return home (July 7th) 
I pushed it with unremitting energy, until] August 12th ; aid- 
ing it with such adjuvants as I deemed necessary. At this 
» time it was laid aside and a letter of inquiry directed to Prof. 
Daniel Brainard, of Chicago, who, in his reply, advised me 
to beinfluenced by sound judgment, and remove it “if I was sure 
it was misplaced.” Again the physicians were convened, 
doubts of the propriety of an operation fully discussed, and 
fears of a suit for malpractice canvassed. 

No course worthy of record was adopted from the 15th of 
August, until the 24th of October. During this long inter- 
val the patient was reduced to an alarming extent; each day 
telling the story of increasing constitutional debility, promi- 
nent nervous irritabiilty, and their usual attendants. 

At 4 o’clock, P. M., October 24th., I performed the oper- 
ation, (assisted by the physicians already eoan) in the 
following manner : 

The patient was seated in an arm chair with a high back, 
the right arm and hand werelashed fast to the corresponding 
arm of the chair, and a handkerchief saturated with chloro- 





*By the neck, (for convenience of description) I mean that portion ofthe 
extremity of the ulna immediately above its capitulam—Wuzsox. 
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form held within an inch of the nostrils ; unfortunately, at 
each inspiration, spasm of the glottis prevented its inhalation 
and it was laid aside, I now gave her } of a grain of sulph. 
morph.; and half an hour after, stationed one Dr. in front, 
another, with a heayy towel passed around the chest includ- 
ing the left arm, a third secured the head, and a fourth plac- 
ing himself on left side of the patient, he grasped with his 
left hand the right of the patient and arm of chair to which 
it was bound, and with the right laid hold of the arm below 
the elbow. ' 
Seating myself on the right side of patient, [ inserted 
my knife at a point two inches above the wrist joint, 
and a fourth of an inch to the ulnar side of the tendon of 
flexor carpi ulnaris, and carrying it towardsthe radius and 
down to the wrist joint in a semilunar direction; I terminated 
it on the ulnar side of the same tendon, above the original 
position of the pisiform. The flaps formed were turned in- 
wards, the fascia and subcutaneous tissue removed and the 
bone found full three-fourths of an inch out of its natural 
position, resting within and above the styloid process and 
firmly adhering to the surrounding structures. Inserting a 
small blade flatwise, beneath the tendon from the radial side, 
I cut all the adhesions in that direction; reversing the knife, 
I passed it (flatwise) from within outwards and downwards, 
destroying the connecting tissue between the inner fasciculi of 
the flexor sublimis and bone. The tendons were separated by 
blunt hooks, and by a careful dissection the relation of the 
artery and nerve to the bone were made apparent; the artery 
passing along the radial side of the bone, presented a well 
marked crescent, evidently having been turned out of its course 
by the pressure of the bone; the articular facet of the bone 
was downwards, and the nerve passing between its centre and 
the portion of ulnar above deseribed. Taking hold of it 
with a pair of strong forceps, I hoped to be able to evulse it, 
- but ‘being carious, it was crushed, and I was obliged to re- 
move it in several pieces, which was done without losing 
half an ounee of bloed, or doing injury to the vessel or 
nerve. 
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The hooks being removed, the tendons restored themselves 
to their natural position ; the flaps were adjusted, a few strips 
of adhesive plaster applied, and the whole covered with roll- 
er and compress. 

The operation occupied a period of twenty-two minutes, 
The patient was removed toa couch, where she sank into a 
quiet sleep, continuing nine hours. 

October 25th—Patient cheerful, suffers some little from 
stiffness of shoulder joint, and a sense of tingling at the site 
of incision. 

From this time onward she continued to improve locally 
and constitutionally. The incision healed by the first inten- 
tion, and by the seventh day was completely cicatrized and 
firm. The pain along the nervous track became less and less 
daily, and has at this time, (April 27th, 1860,) entirely 


ceased. 

Motion at the shoulder joint is not as perfect as it was pri- 
or to the injury ; doubtless depending upon the position in 
which she carried her arm for six months. Motion at the 
elbow is good; at the wrist flexion and extension, normal,— 
The ulnar half of the hand is somewhat atrophied, the little 
and ring finger a little stiff, physical appearance otherwise 
healthy. To use the patient’s own language, she “cannot 
bear to have pins stuck in her hand or fingers, and can carry 
as much wood and water with it as with the right.” 

The treatment after the operation, consisted in the applica- 
tion of cold water, (continuously) a few doses of mophine, 
and an occasional dose of pill eath. compo., to correct the 
secretions until the wound closed; after which, primarily, 
stimulating liniments; secondarily, dry, with flannel first, and 
after with the hand, then the flesh brush. The remainder of 
the time she has been using an electro-magnetic battery, with, 
I think, the happy efiect of arousing the muscles to action 
through the medium of the nervous system. 

It is worthy of remark, that on the fifth day after the re- 
moval of this bone, the recuperative energies of the system 
were busily engaged. Constitutionally, the pulse became less 











318 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


frequent, the secretions active, tongue clean, and freedom 
from nervous restlessness and jactitation. Mentally she 
emerged from her taciturn irritability, toa pleasant and agree- 
able loquacity ; receiving he: friends kindly, and making va- 
rious explanations in regard to her comparative good health. 


ARTICLE 2. 
ON THE SULPHATE OF QUININE. 


Reap BEForRE THE Cutcaco Acapemy or Meproat Sciences, 
Aprit Tr, 1860, 


BY THE PRESIDENT, DR. R. C. HAMILL. 


In a paper which I read before this society, at its February 
meeting, I advanced the opinion that we were indebted to 
the action of the’ sulphate of quinine for a certain febrile 
condition, that puts on many of the phenomena of typhoid 
fever; and which, not unfrequently, has been styled and 
treated as typhoid, especially by that class of doctors who let 
no opportunity slip to give undue gravity and consequence to 
all forms of disease that fall under their care. 

1 gave as my belief, that this irritative form of fever was 
brought about by the exhibition of quinine at stages of dis- 
ease when the system was not prepared for its healthful ac- 
tion; viz., that the secretory system of the alimentary canal 
was acting imperfectly—the amount secreted small and vi- 
cious—that the alkaline properties of those secretions which 
furnish solvents for uric acid and urea were deficient—and 
that by administering a drug which arrested the elimination 
of uric acid by the kidney, (which effect, according to Dr. 
Ranke, is produced by the sulphate of quinine,) we contra- 
vene a sanative law of the organism, and throw the burthen 
from the kidney upon the stomach and bowels, giving rise to 
copious, very fluid, brown, intestinal evacuations, dry tongue, 
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stupor, delirium, &c.—and that material, not appropriated for 
the repair of tissue, was retained in the sysiem. 

It will readily be admitted that there is an improper as 
well as a proper time for the exhibition of every drug or 
medicinal agent, that has any power or curative virtue enti- 
tling it, to a place in the materia medica; and the application 
of this principle obtains in relation to quinine as effectually 
as it does to any other drug that exalts or depresses vital ac- 
tion. 

A small dose of opium, given in the morning, may devel- 
op phrenitis; if delayed until noon, may produce the most 
delightful and refreshing quiet—and if deferred until night, 
may cause a profound stupor from which the patient will 
never awake. Quinine is not a remedy of such immediate 
consequences, but it is an agent of acknowledged potency, or 
it would never have found its advocates in the treatment of 
almost every disease that preys on human organism. 

I stated in that paper, that in my observation, good results 
had not tollowed its exhibition where the tongue was dry, 
and cutaneous elimination was arrested. AndI do not re- 
member of witnessing untoward effects where the tongue and 
cutaneous surface were moist. Every physician who has 
practiced medicine in a malarious district of country, knows 
that in the apyrexia of intermittant fever he can administer 
15 or 20 grs. of quinine with almost a certainty of arresting 
the disease, and that in periodic disease of almost every kind 

he can rely upon it with the greatest confidence. 

‘ During the intermission of the paroxysm of fever, the skin 
is bathed in perspiration and the tongue is moist; if you in- 
crease the peristaltic action of the bowels, you have an easy 
victory. In the periodic forms of neuralgia, the success is 
equally sure if the tongue and skin are in that state which 
gives evidence of secretion and elimination. It undoubtedly 
has, so far as disease is periodical, a restorative power, and 
when given six or eight hours in advance of the paroxysm, 
accomplishes its mission. But suppose the certain knowl- 
edge we have, be disregarded, and the quinine be given a 
half hour or hour before the expected chill or fever, and what 
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is the effect? Certainly not an arrest of the paroxysm, but a 
more violent attack of the fever. The exaltation produced 
by the quinine is superadded, and in all probability the patient 
will exhibit ‘the frenzy of brain disease—he will, unquestion- 
ably, complain of a most intolerable, bursting head ache, and 
if you have an intermission, it will be after a prolonged exac- 
erbation. A continuation of the medicine will arrest the next 
paroxysm, but you will find that recovery is not perfect, that 
the organism does not rally to its normal state with its usual 
elasticity. It will be found, occasionally, under such circum- 
stances, that the fever does not subside, but assumes a low 
and continued type, such as I have before alluded to. 

I give my own experience and observation, and I think a 
careful observer will find facts enough to lead him to the same 
conclusions, in any malarial district of country. I would not 
choose him for a careful observer, who has settled down upon 
the theory, that quinine is anti-malarious, and therefore ap- 
plicable to all cases of malarial origin. I believe that the 
great cardinal virtue of quinine is its anti-periodie property, 
which is its known power. I believe that it is a stimulant of 
its own kind, and that any tonic property which may be at- 
tributed to it, is the result of a stimulant to the nerves and 
absorbents of the stomach, thereby aiding the powers of as- 
similation and nutrition. 

A supposed action upon the liver has grown out of the 
fact, that hepatic derangement so very generally accompanies 
the fevers of malarial districts, and to which derangements 
intermittents formerly were attributed. 

There is searcely a functional obliquity that has not in the 
hand of some one found a remedy in this drug, which fact is 
positive proof of the wide spread ignorance of its properties, 
as well as of the resorts to which some doctors are driven 
when they really do not know what to do, yet feel that some- 
thing must be done, or they will suffer either in repu- 
tation, or in the loss of practice. What a great amount of 
physic could be saved, and probably lives too, if the physi- 
cian was obliged to furnish an intelligent reason for every 
dose he prescribes. 
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Some of the advocates of a quinine treatment of fever, 
claim that it enters the circulation, and by supplying a de- 
ficiency in the blood, arrests the degradation of the tissue and 
thus breaks up a fever. The examination of this view leads 
entirely into the fields of speculation. Inviting though it be, 
I will not enter it farther than simply to notice one or two of 
the reasons for the hypothesis. 

The main argument to sustain this view, is based upon a 
fancied resemblance between quinine and one of the ingredi- 
ents of healthy blood, which is styled Zawrine, and farnished 
by the liver. The similarity of the two substances is found- 
ed upon the resemblance which they bear to each other in the 
following particulars. That is, both are tonic and crystaliza- 
ble, so far identical ; each contains carbon, hydrogen, oxygen 
and nitrogen, but in very diverse proportions; and taurine 
has two parts of sulphur which quinine has not. 

Taurine, O04, H 7,01, N1and 82. 
Quinia, O 20,H 12, O02, N 2. 

. Uric acid, 010, H 4, O 6, N 4. 
Urea, C 2, 0 2, N 2, i 4. 

I deny the tonic property of quinine, as taken for granted 
by Dr. Headland and those who adopt his views, and find no 
argument in the discussion of this point which would not ap- 
ply with as great, if not greater force, to its exclusion, upon 
the principle that it has so many points of resemblance to 
urea and uric acid, which are poisons, and their retention in 
tke blood is the cause of irritative fever. Quinine, urea, and 
uric acid, all have the same four elementary constituents, and 
in proportions relatively much nearer than quinine and tau- 
rine, and are equally soluble and crystalizable—moreover, 
taurine has never been discovered in the blood. 

Upon the supposition, that that view is correct, viz., that 
it enters the blood and is accepted as a substitute for the sup- 
posed missing ingredient in intermittent fever, I cannot di- 
vine what justification or authority any one can deduce for 
the indiscriminate use of the drug in the medication of fevers 


of malarious origin. 
You have increased degradation of tissue, with exalted ac- 











322 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


tion in remittent fever, and you administer a medicinal agent 
that you call a stimulant, tonic and sedative. Its first action 
‘is stimulant. Now I should look for its effects as a stimulus 
first, and should expect to acquire moral power over an en- 
raged mob of combatants in the heat of a melee by adminis- 
tering stimulants to them—to soothe and quiet their unbridled 
passions by liberal potations of brandy, as readily as I could 
expect to overrule a fever by the exhibition of a stimulant 
tonic during the exacerbation. The heat and passion of the 
mob may be overruled by partaking of the stimulus until 
the powers of life are debauched into beastly intoxication, 
and by some such analogous action a fever may be conquer- 
ed, but I leave it for those, to accept and bear the consequen- 
ces of such medication, who adopt the practice. 

The undue proportion of super annuated constitutions, suf- 
fering from dropsical effusion, from rheumatism, from paraly- 
- sis, enlarged spleens and indurated livers, as well as the 
greater prevalence of low types of fever, suggest the question 
whether they are all chargable to the direct influence of that 
subtle, unknown poison which we are taught to call mala- 
ria. I yield to no one in my admiration of the sulphate of qui- 
nine in the treatment of disease where it has a known virtue; 
but I must be convinced that the system is in that state of 
preparation which admits of the development of its legiti- 
mate power, before I am willing to exhibit it even in a case 
of ague. It is an established maxim that that which is powerful 
for good when rightly directed, is equally effective for evil, 
when pointed in the wrong direction. This principle has a 
peculiar fitness in its application, to the effect of drugs upon 
the human organism ; and the opinion, that if it does no good, 
it can do no harm, is not to be entertained in relation to qui- 
nine any more than to morphine, strychnine, or arsenic. Its 
immediate injurious constitutional effects may not be cognizable 
in the’present state of our medical knowledge, but when, in 
the course of time, science shall unveil its properties and pow- 
ers, @ more circumspect use of it will be inaugurated. 

Buttoreturn tothe position that it enters the circulation, and 
exhibits ‘its power there. Give a patient, in fever, twenty or 
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forty grains of quinine. It is admitted into the circulation 
and carried through all its ramifications, accompanying, per- 
haps impregnating the elements of tissue until they are de- 
graded into effete material and seek an exit from the organ- 
ism. Whereis it togo? The portals of the skin are all 
closed, the kidneys and the alimentary canal are the only 
other resorts. We find that after the quinine has been taken, 
that one of the solids of the urine has diminished very ma- 
terially, which ought to be a matter ot congratulation, as giv- 
ing evidence that the destructive process is less active, there 
is no waste passing off by the skin, and if there is no increase 
by the bowels we will be at a loss to know what is the rea- 
son—the fever is still as persistent and the destructive ten- 
dencies equally imminent—where is the disintegrated tissue ? 
Suppose that the process of degradation or the metamorpho- 
sis of tissue has not reached the condition that will admit of 
its exit through the kidneys, consequent to the action of the 
quinine. But it may, by the time it reaches the stomach and 
bowels, be in a state that will permit of its escape in that di- 
rection, and thus we have the brown, copious, watery evac- 
uations. Again, it may not find egress from any point and 
be retained in the system. I know that analysis has not 
detected these partly degraded elements of tissue in the blood, 
yet there are arguments which render such a conclusion. al- 
together reasonable. For instance, elimination in fever is, in 
a large proportion of cases, not correspondent to the amount 
of food and fluids taken into the stomach. I have frequenly 
been asked by inquisitive old ladies, “what becomes of all 
the water the patient, whose tongue is parched with a burn- 
ing fever, drinks ?” 

Upon what other hypothesis can we account for the large 
critical discharges that accompany the sudden lowering of 
tempefature and recession of fever, sometimes by the bow- 
els, but more frequently by the skin and kidneys. And, 
again, the secondary forms of disease that follow the exan- 
themata, and other forms of fever, appear to favor of a retain- 
ed pernicious material in the blood which seeks this method 
of expressing itself. 
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: ARTICLE 3. 
REPORT OF A CASE OF SPINAL IRRITATION. 


BY 0. D. HENTON, M. D., OF MYERSVILLE. 


Was called, May 25th, 1856, to see Miss E. W. 

Found a young lady, aged 18, of a pale, bloodless.appear- 
ance, in bed, surrounded by the friends and neighbors, from 
whom I received the following history : 

That she had been confined to her bed for four weeks, that 
during all this time she had had “ Spells,” which, within the 
last 48 hours, had been increasing both in severity and dura- 
tion. During this time she had been attended by an irregu- 
lar, whose diagnosis was, “inactivity of the secreting and 
excreting organs, and spasmodic affection of diaphram. ”— 
All I could learn of the previous treatment was, that a great 
variety of remedies had been used, and among them, that 
“Sampson of the drug store,” calomel—which I readily be- 
lieved, as she was now decidedly ptyalized. I also learned 
that her catamenia had first appeared about one year since, 
but had been very irregular, both as to time and quantity. 

A paroxysm soon came on, which was characterised by 
violent muscular disturbance, the ordinary expression of coun- 
tenance was lost and replaced by a vacant stare; at short in- 
tervals she threw her limbs about convulsively, beat her breast, 
tore her hair, and frequently urrered short, inarticulate sounds, 

which might not inaptly be compared to the baying of a small 
dog. 

A careful examination of the case, both during the fit and 
also during the interval, the absence of emaciation, and 
there being throughout the paroxysm, the “ appearnce as of 
a concealed will,” also being great tenderness upon, pres- 
sure over spinous processes of last cervical and upper three 
dorsal vertebra, forced the conviction upon me that it was 
only a form of that protean malady, hysteria, dependent on 
spinal irritation. I therefore directed my remedial agents 
accordingly, and, suffice to say, that under the use of opium, 
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quinine, iron, valerian, &c. internally, and the “ unguentum 
antimonii,” externally, over tender vertebra, I had the satis- 
faction of seeing my patient rapidly and permanently recov- 
er; and now, nearly four years since, is in possesion of per- 
fect health. 


ARTICLE 4. 


ESSAY 


On tHe PatHotocy anp TREATMENT oF Ergctite Tumors. 


BY DANIEL BRAINARD, M. D., SURGEON OF THE U. 8. MARINE HOS- 
PITAL, CHICAGO, ETO, 


The term, erectile tumor, is employed to designate that 
form of disease known under various names of anewrism by 
anastomosis, nevus maternus, or marks, telangeictasis, etc.— 
The term, although liable to objections, is not more so than 
any other, hence its general adoption. 

This disease, notwithstanding its frequency, seems to have 
been confounded by surgeons with fangus and cancerous dis- 
eases, until the latter part of the eighteenth century, when it 
was noticed by J. L. Petit,* under the name of varix ; and by 
John Bell,+ to whom we are indebted for the name of aneu- 
rism by anastomosis. 

Tumors of this kind have been divided according to their 
situation, into cutaneuos and subcutaneous; according to 
their characters, into arterial, (aneurism by anastomosis) ven- 
ous, (mostly subcutaneous,) and capillary, neevus, (marks) and 
such as are mixed, partaking of the arterial and venous char- 
acters, or occupying a superticial and deep situation at the 
sametime. Some of the French writers have given the 
name of fungus hematodes to this tumor, and seem to have 


*Traite des Maladies Chirurgicales, Vol. 1, p. 232. 
+Principles of Surgery. p. 102. 
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attached the idea of malignancy or liability to degeneration 

to it. No well authenticated instance of such degeneration 

has, perhaps been adduced, and the term, fungus, in never 

applied to it at the present day. There are, however, points 

where the two diseases, erectile and cancerous, seem to touch 
each other. 

A child, eighteen months old, was brought to me from 
‘Wisconsin, in 1849, with a mark of a dark blue color extend- 
ing over the upper part of the right thigh, hip, side of the 
trunk to the axilla, and before and behind tothe median line. 
Upon the side of the abdomen rose a tumor of the size of a 
man’s fist. I removed it and found it composed of perfectly 
formed cerebriform matter throughout. The disease re-ap- 
peared in a few weeks, and the child died of it soon after. 


The color florid, blue, and of various intermediate and inter- 
mingled shades, the great diminution or entire disappearance 
under pressure, the pulsations and vibratory thrill in the ar- 
terial variety, are of themselves sufficient to diagnosticate 
this disease. There are cases,however, such as those reported 
by Mr. Liston* and Mr. Birkett, where a fibrous element or 
the presence of adipose tissue may render a diagnosis difficult 
or impossible, without resort to the exploring trocar. These 
tumors, when superficial or venous, are most frequently con- 
genital, often numerous on the same subject, and given to oc- 
curring in certain familes. ’ 

The pulsating tumor originates at any age, and most fre- 
quently from violence. 

The structure of these growths has been the subject of very 
careful investigations.. Nelaton, A. Berard, Liston, Birkett, 
Wardrop, Paget, Rokitansky, Haike, and many others, have 
published accounts of their dissections. I have myself, ex- 
amined a large number after extirpation. They have, in 
some cases, a striking resemblance to tissue of the corpus 
spongiosum urethre. A probe penetrates the tissue, and 





*Med. Chir. Trans. vol. 26, p. 125. 
TIbid, vol. 30, p. 193. 
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water injected passes through it in every direction. Mr. Pa- 
get describes the subcutaneous variety perfectly, as follows : 
“The common structure of this form of tumor, is a collection 
of minute blood vessels, dilated and closely arranged within 
a limited area of some natural texture.”* There are, however, 
peculiarities in the structure of all the growths, which sep- 
arate them from varix, and from simple enlargement of the 
capillary vessels. This is demonstrated by the tendency 
which they have in some cases to disappear, in others to re- 
main stationary, in others still, to increase with rapidity. If, 
on the one hand, the microscopic characters of a tissue are 
useful in determining its “ pathological physiology,” on the 
other, its history is far more important in determining its in- 
timate structure. Guided by the well known nature and ten- 
dency of such growth, we are not only authorized to retain them 
as a distinct class, but to establish them among subdivi- 
sions and distinctions broader and more marked than those 
commonly recognized. 

The latest and best pathological researches seem to accord 
entirely with this view. Rokitansky, in his treatise on path- 
ological anatomy, and more recently, in an essay presented 
to the Academy of Sciences of Vienna, has described these 
growths under the name of “cavernous structure,” and as 
“ products of new formation.” “The stroma of erectile tu- 
mors,” he says, “is formed by a network of fibres analo- 
gous to those of cellular tissue, the thickness of the septa 
being very variable. From the thicker septa there radiate 
others more delicate which incompletely circamscribe ir- 
regular spaces which communicate with each other. + 

Birkett, in his description, says they must be classed with 
the fibrous tissues nourished by arteries and possessing cells 
which are in communication with the larger or smaller 
veins.t This account agrees entirely with that given by 
Haike, of the structure of the tumor of the breast treated by 


Mr. Image. 
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Of'the superficial variety, there are a great number whose 
tendency is to disappear soon after birth. Nothing is more 
common than to meet in new born infants, marks about 
the face and neck especially, which not only disappear, but 
which, to the careful observer, bear marks of being at birth 
in the course of diminution. They yield to the mildest treat- 
ment. ; 

The subcutaneous venous tumor has ‘little tendency to 
change; it grows or diminishes in size but slowly, and is 
cured with difficulty. Its analogy to varix, hemorrhoids and 
varicocele, in allof which the obliteration of a vein is extreme- 
ly difficult, is apparent. 

The arterial variety has a tendency to increase rapidly, pul- 
sates, has the creeping thrill, called by the French, susurus, 
and seems to attract blood to all the neighboring parts, ren- 
dering the veins and arteries turgid, injecting’ the capillaries. 
The case of Mr. Wells, hereinafter reported, and a case rela- 
ted by Dr. Warren,* are illustrations of this tendency. The 
analogy offered by such tumors to aneurismal varix cannot 
be overlooked. They are frequently not congenital, occur as 
the effect of wounds, and are more subject to treatment than 
the venous tumors. 

Treatment.—If, as has been asserted, the number and va- 
riety of remedies proposed indicate the difficulty of cure, 
there is no disease more obstinate than the one under consid- 
eration. The following may be considered as the principal, 
arranged in the order of their usefulness: 1, excision ; 2, 
strangulation; 3, compression; 4, cauterization ; 5, setons or 
needles and injections; 6, ligation of the principal artery 
leading to tumor. To these may be added several others, of 
doubtful utility, as the application of astringents, incisions, 
subeutaneous laceration, vaccination, irritating injections, 
galvano puncture, etc. 

If the multiplicity of means is somewhat puzzling when 
thus enumerated, this is not the case when they are consider- 
ed in individual cases. 





*Warren on Tumors. 
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EXTIRPATION. 

Extirpation is to be preferred whenever the tumor of suf- 
ficient size to require an operation, is so situated as to allow 
of this being completely or in a great measure effected with- 
out leaving behind too great deformity, and when it can be 
done with safety. 

The apprehension of danger from hemorrhage in such op- 
erations, is, for the most part, not well founded. It is true 
that fatal cases have occurred, but they are rare, and no op- 
eration is entirely exempt from danger. Mr. Wardrop, in . 
whose hands a child died from hemorrhage after excision, (a 
case so universally quoted against the operation) tried, in an- 
other very similar case the ligature of the carotid, without a 
more favorable result. The patient died on the thiiteenth 
day.* 

The following cases will illustrate my own practice : 

Case 1. A child, eighteen months old, was brought to me 
in April, 1850, with an erectile tumor on the top of the left 
shoulder, half the size of a hen’s egg. It had existed from 
birth, was of a bright scarlet color, except in some points 
where there were appearances of cicatrices, was slightly pul- 
sating. 

1 removed it, cutting in the sound skin, performing the op- 
eration rapidly, and fetching the edges of the wound together 
with stitches. Little blood was lost. 

Case 2. A child, three years old, was brought to me Dec., 
1856, with an erectile tumor of the size of a hen’s egg, situa- 
ted on the anterior margin of the left axilla. It was of the 
same character as the preceeding, congenital, and had been 
transfixed with ligatures, and, I think, needles, without bene- 
fit. The erectile tissue in this case passed deeply into the ax- 
illa, the pulsation was very perceptible, and the surgeons who 
had been consulted, were deterred from attempting extirpa- 
tion. 

I transfixed the tumor at its base with fine needles, leaving 
the ligatures in. I then excised it and had the ligatures tied 





*Med. Chir. Transactions. vol. 9, p. 206. 
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as quickly as possible although all the tissue was not remov- 
ed. The amount of blood lost was by no means great. The 
wound healed by granulation; and the cure is perfect. 

This case is an illustration of the advantage of removing 
a part where all the tissue cannot be reached. The following 
is also in point. 

Case 3. A Jewish child was brought to me in the Spring 
of 1853, with an erectile tumor situated on the top of the 
forehead and extending into the hairy scalp. As the remo- 
val of the whole would have left an unseemly scar, I trans- 
fixed it at the base with needles, leaving ligatures behind, 
removed a part of the mass embraced by the ligatures and 
tied them firmly over the rest. This tumor was mostly sub- 
cutaneous, the ligatures were left in place until suppuration 
occurred and the cure was perfect. 

I have removed these tumors by excision from almost every 
part of the head, trunk and members, without accident.— 
There are, however, many situations, in which this operation 
would be dangerous and in which they cannot safely be re- 
moved. Of this kind are erectile tumors of the tongue, those 
extending into the nasal or buccal passages, deep seated, large 
sized tumors, situated about the neck, etc. 

: STRANGULATION. 

In many of these instances, ligation, so as to strangulate, 
is the best treatment. 

Case 4. A new born infant was brought to me, with an 

erectile tumor as large as a small strawberry on the end of 
its tongue. I transfixed the tongue at the base of the tissue 
with a needle armed with a double ligature, and tied one 
thread on each side in such a manner as to embrace the whole. 
Sloughing occured and a perfect cure was effected. 

Case 5. A child 12 years of age was brought to me, with 
an erectile tumor on the right side of the face, embracing the 
upper lip from the median line, the cheek, angle of the mouth 
and a part of the lower lip. The disease was quite too ex- 
tensive for extirpation. I attacked it with needles, inserting 

first three horizontally through the upper lip and placing 
ligatures firmly upon them. The needles were so placed as 
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to embrace nearly the whole substance of the lip—at the end 
of six days they had nearly cut through and were removed. 
After cicatrization had commenced I inserted four needles 
vertically in the cheek, and placed ligatures on them in the 
same manner ; these were removed the fifth day. A small 
portion of tissue which remained below the angle of the 
mouth was embraced in two ligatures, firmly tied. Atthe end of 
five week» from the first operation scarcely a trace of the dis- 
ease remained. The cicatrix was not unsightly. 


Case 6. A child six years old was brought, with a tumor 
of the venous kind situated at the external angle of the eye, 
and extending into the orbit and along the upper lid to its 
centre. It was as large asa hickory nut. Fearing the de- 
formity which removal might leave, I transfixed it with four 
ligatures as near the base as possible and tied them moder- 
ately tight. Considerable inflammation followed and an ab- 
scess formed in the tumor. At the end of a.week the threads 
were removed, the inflammation subsided, and the tumor was 


effaced. 

The means of effecting strangulation are as various as the 
cases we are called upon to treat. Ligatures, single, double, 
or more numerous, passed through the base of the tumor, and 
tied—the same passed at a right angle or under the skin, so 
as to effect subcutaneous strangulation, have recently been 
tried. Needles may also be used singly, in pairs, or in great- 
er numbers, placed parallel or at a right angle, with each oth- 
er. Upon these, ligatures may be applied in the form of a 
figure eight or around the base of the tumor, modified accor- 
ding to the necessity of each case. 

Recently, Chassaignac’s Heraseur Liniere has been used 
for strangulating these growths. Mr. Mayor, in his work 
entitled “ligature en masse,” recommends an instrument like 
a tourniquet. Grefe, as long ago as 1833, invented an in- 
strument for strangulating tumors of all sorts, and the use of 
ligatures with canuls in certain cases is a practice well known 


to the profession. 
The first case I find treated by ligature, is in La Motte 
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Traite conplet de chirurgie, vol..1, p. 333, 1761. Recently, 
every one has used the ligature in some form. 

I have used also strangulation with advantage in connec- 
tion with other means, cases of which will be given here- 
after. 

COMPRESSION. 

The cases of erectile tumor, cured by compression, are but 
few, and it is a means which fails far more often than it suc- 
ceeds. ‘The cases to which it is adapted are those of small 
size, situated on the surface of the skull. Such tumors, and 
many others situated on different portions of the cutaneous 
surface, have, in some instances, a tendency to disappear 
spentaneously. Hence it is better not to be in haste about 
an operation in any case, but take time to observe its tenden- 
cy in this respect. This counsel, approved by most judicious 
surgeons, has been especially insisted upon by the very dis- 
tinguished obstetrician, Moreau, of Paris, and should not be 
forgotten. 

In the mean time we can resort to compression and may 
gain the credit of effecting a cure which would have occurr- 
ed spontaneously. The best method of using compression, 
is, in my view, that which I introduced into practice in 1849, 
viz., the application of collodion, which, by contraction on 
drying, effects the object and expels the blood in the simplest 
manner possible. 

Case 7. A child about a year old, had an erectile tumor of 
a bright red color, but not pulsating, of the size of a large 
strawberry, situated over the anterior fontanelle. I advised 
the application of collodion, which was repeated as often as 
it became loose. Three applications completely removed it. 
This case is noticed in the report of Prof. R. D. Mussey, made 
in 1851, and published in the Transactions of the Am. Med. 
Ass., for that year. 

Case 8. A new born infant was brought to me in 1851, with 
a superficial tumor, situated under the left eye, about one- 
fourth of ah inch in breadth and extending the length of the 
lower lid. The collodion, being advised, was applied during 
sleep. Owing to the extreme mobility of the parts, the pel- 


























EREOTILE TUMORS. 333 


licle formed was easily detached and the pressure less effec- 
. tual than in cases where the tumor is situated over bone.— 
However, at the end of a year, scarcely a trace of the tumor 
or discoloration remained. 

These are cases taken at random from my note book, as 
illustrating the forms of the disease in which I have found 
this simple method of treatment effectual. I might add many 
others in which it was of no avail; they were, in general, 
those of larger size and deeply situated. 

Compression has been recommended by Pelletan, Boyer, 
Abernethy, Dupuytren, and others, yet it has not at the pres- 
ent day the confidence of any surgeon. 

Boyer’s case, where a mother, by repeatedly pressing on 
the tumor, situated on the lip of her child, cured it, is unfor- 
tunately alone in science, and is to be ranked, perhaps, with 
those of spontaneous disappearance. It is generally agreed 
that if compression is to be tried at all it should be in those 
cases only where the tumor is superficial and situated over a 
bony surface, and that it should be applied by means of a 
spring or firm bandage. But even under the most favorable 
circumstances I should not recommend a resort to it except 
as related above. 

; CAUTERIZATION. 

This may be affected by the actual cautery, by the poten- 
tial cautery, and by the various milder forms of caustic.— 
The actual cautery is probably the most ancient method of 
destroying vascular growths; indeed it was almost the only 
means known to the older surgeons. As they seem not to 
have been distinguished from other tumors, its application to 
them is not positive, but from the notice of its uses in fungus 
of the antrum and tumors about the anus, there seems but 
little doubt thas it was used in vascular tumors.* 

Without entering further into the subject it may be suffi- 
cient simply to state that as a means of destroying the morbid 
growth, it is,and ought to be, entirely rejected from surgical 





*Consult Percy Pyrotechnie Chirurgicale Practique. 
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practice. As a means of effecting the transformation of vas- 
cular tissue by inflammation, according to the suggestion of 
Lallemand, it still retains a permanent place. Among those 
who have recently recommended it, we may may mention 
Dr. Mott, and Dr. Knight, the distinguished professor of 
surgery in Yale College. Guersent, surgeon of the Child- 
ren’s Hospital, Paris, states that he has used it successfully 
in about twenty cases. It is greatly to be regretted that the 
peculiar cases to which it is adapted, and the method of 
using it, have not been given, as they are points still unset- 
tled, and no one is more capable of throwing light upon the 
subject than M. Guersent. Velpeau speaks highly of it and 
calls it the “ American method.” 

The instances in which I have used the cauterizing needles 
with advantage are such as pulsating erectile tumor of the orbit, 
(a case of which is given further on,) and those involving the 
thickness of the lip or of the tongue. 

It has appeared to me that whenever the morbid tissue is 
to be transformed by the effect of inflammation, it should be 
excited first upon the sound parts. This, no doubt, -was the 
view of Dr. Stevens, who, in using setons, placed them in 
the sound tissue, beneath the tumor.* I have found that 
when the hot needles were passed through a certain thick- 
ness of sound before entering the diseased tissue, when the 
needles used were large, and when several punctures were 
made near together, the effect was decided and beneficial.— 
On the other hand, the erectile tissueis with difficulty thrown 
into such a state of inflammation as to modify, it. This has 
been particularly insisted on by Watson, who ascribes it to 
the slight degree of nervous action going on in such growths 
and I believe that both their sensibility and nutrition are of 
low grade. Certain it is, that inserting hot needles in them 
has little effect except the sound tissue be also touched. 

Mackilwain seems to have been the first to resort to this 
form of cauterization. As an auxiliary, it is a valuable 








*Watson on Telangiectasis. American Journal of the Medical Sci- 
ences, 
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method of treatment; alone, I think there are few cases 
where it will be found sufficient. 

Caustics, of various kinds, such as the potassa fusa, 
the solidified sulphuric acid, the acid nitrateof mercury, have 
veen resorted to for the destruction of vascular growths.— 
They have, however, no advantage over the knife in most 
cases. When the surface to be affected is extensive, a feeble 
caustic is very useful. The application of strong nitric acid 
is practised with advantage in many cases of neevi. It forms 
a solid eschar which does not separate for many days. The 
other means for exciting inflammation are such as inserting 
needles, pins, setons, injections of various kinds, etc. 

Of these, the insertion of metallic needles of any kind, | 
is the least reliable, and ought, perhaps, to be entirely re- 
jected from practice. This arises from the well known 
fact that metallic bodies may sojourn indefinitely in the liv- 
ing tissues without causing much inconvenience. Berard,* 
in his well known and valuable essay on this subject, states 
that he had often seen needles come out quite dry after havy- 
ing remained several weeks in such tumors. Those who may 
be disposed still to think favorably of acupuncture or other 
needles, I would refer to the essay of Berard, whose observa- 
tions seem to me conclusive against them. 

Setons are scarcely more reliable than needles. If a thread 
is simply passed through, it produces little effect and the sol- 
idification is not permanent. 

If the lighter forms of caustic are introduced upon the 
thread, as nitrate of silver, the action is more prompt but 
not more effectual. The use of caustic potash or mineral 
acids on the threads is dangerous, as these substances pass 
directly into the circulation. The same objection applies to 
the injection of caustics into the openings left by the threads 
of the seton, as has been sufficiently shown by Berard. 

These objections do not apply to either the pins or liga- 
tures, when they are so used as to effect very perfect stran- 


*Gazette Medicale for 1841. 
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gulation of the tumor. In illustration of this part of the 
subject, the following case will suffice : 

Case 9. Miss A , aged 18 years, applied to me, Aug., 1856, 
with an erectile tumor, of the venous cubcutanous kind situ- 
ated under the left eye. 

I commenced the treatment by transfixing it at its base 
horizontally, with four needles, upon which ligatures were 
placed with moderate tightness. At the end of seven days 
these were nearly cut through and the tissue between the 
skin and needle divided; they were therefore withdrawn.— 
The tumor became inflamed, with several little abscesses in 
its substance. There was only a small part upon the surface 
. of the lower eye lid which was still elastic. This was trans- 
. fixed horizontally with a needle armed with a ligature which 
was tied moderately tight. This, at the end of eight days, 
had nearly divided the tissues which it embraced, and was 
removed. Oollodion was then directed to be applied over 
the whole surface, and renewed as often as it separated, and 
the patient returned home. The tumor, at that time, seemed 
very firm and I entertained little doubt that a perfect cure 
would be effected. 

At the end of three months the patient returned, with the 
tumor very nearly in the same state as before the operation. 
The marks of the former operation were readily perceptible. 
I then advised excision of a part of the tumor, but she ob- 
jected to the use of the knife, and I transfixed it at the base 
with three setons, placed transverely. They were of silk, 
and previously dipped in a solution of nitrate of silver.—one 
drachm to tlie ounce of distilled water. These were not tied 
but left in, and allowed to remain four weeks, at the end of 
which time they were nearly ulcerated out, and were remov- 
ed. They had, however, produced much less inflammation 
than the needles alone, and the elasticity of the tissue was 
searecly diminished. _ The patient still objecting to excision, 
I covered, March 5th, 1857, the whole surface with the caus- 
tic composed of nitric acid solidified with saffron. This was 
allowed to remain about five minutes, until it had cauterized 
the skin superficially. The cauterized surface was dressed 
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with simple cerate. This cauterization was too superficial to 
produce any decided effect, and accordingly, March 11, 1857, 
I applied the caustic potash to the surface one-half an inch 
in breadth and over an inch in length, until an eschar was 
formed. , As soon as the surface was penetrated, hem- 
orrhage occurred and the application was stopped. 

April 29th.—Eschar separated and cicatrization nearly 
complete. Tumor much diminished in size, but the elastic 
tissue persisting. Re-applied the potash upon the same spot 
so as to cauterize deeply. An eschar formed and was de- 
tached—cicatrization was completed, but the tumor was still 
scarcely affected. 

July 5th, 1858—I excised it in part, taking care to pre- 
serve all the skin. The tissue seemed siete like that of 
the corpus cavernosum. 

The combination of the seton and caustic has been pro- 
posed. Prof. N. P. Smith, of Baltimore, relates (Maryland 
Med. and Sur. Journal, March, 1853,) a case in which he 
passed threads, dipped in a solution of caustic potash and 
dried, through the base of an erectile tumor. The case is 
not given in detail, and seems to have been still under 
treatment when the report was made. 

For myself, the fear of the toxic effect of introducing caus- 
tic potash into the circulation, has made me hesitate before 
imitating this practice. 

M. A. Berard, in the essay already referred to, relates sev- 
eral cases in which, after using the seton, he injected the - 
acid nitrate of mercury, the effects of which, in some cases, 
were favorable and in others gangrene, and constitutional 
symptoms of poisoning resulted. 

INJECTIONS. 

This method of treating, erectile tumors is attributed by 
Watson, to Samuel Cooper, and is said to have been success- 
fully employed by Mr. Lloyd. The injection consisted of 
from three to six drops of nitric acid dissolved in a drachm 
of water—it was thrown into the tumor by means of a syr- 
inge through a minute puncture near its base. During the 
operation careful pressure is made in all eaeor wanie 
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the tumor to prevent the fluid from entering the general cir- 
culation. 

The next case on record, in which this practice was em- 
ployed, was attended with an instantaneously fatal result.* 
These cases were published in 1836-37. Bell is sajd to have 
used it also with success, and Messrs. Toogood and Ward 
unsuccessfully. 

Velpeau, in the second volume of the second edition of 
his Operative Surgery, says, “I should not hesitate to inject 
sub-cutaneous tumors, employing a larger syringe and tinc- 
ture of iodine in place of the solution of nitric acid. He did 
not put the suggestion in practice, and seems to have intended 
the tincture to be drawn off as in the operation for hydrocele. 

I put this sguggestion in practice. 

Case 10. There were several venous tumors situated on the 
anterior part of the right thigh. They were elastic, capable 
of being removed by pressure, and composed of tortuous and 
convoluted veins. The patient was a man of fifty-four years 
of age, and his constitution was broken by repeated attacks 
of disease and a fracture of the right femur, which had never 
united. Assisted by Prof. Herrick, I threw into one of these 
tumors two grains of iodine and six grains of iodide of po- 
- tassium in two drachms of water. The injection was made 
with Anel’s syringe through a small exploring trocar intro- 
duced to the center of the tumor. : 


Almost instantly the patient began to spit and continued 
’ discharging saliva freely during three days, complaining all 
the time of a bitter taste in his mouth. The tumor, after the 
operation, became more tense, and warmer than natural, and 
after the fifth day contracted below its former size and was 
flaccid. 

Encouraged by these results, I repeated the injection a 
second time, one week after the first, with the same results in 
every respect. This case is noticed by me in the Northwest- 
ern Med. and Sur. Journal, 1850. 





*Watson, Amer. Jour. Med. Sciences. vol. 24, p.f48. 
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The declining state of the patient’s health was the only 
cause why the treatment was not persevered in. The solu- 
tion in this case passed directly into the circulation, produ- 
cing instantaneous iodine ptyalysm, and was not retained in - 
the tumor as it should have been. 

Such was the state of our knowledge on this subject in 
1853. There was little to encourage repetitions of the trials 
of the solutions hitherto tried. Tincture of iodine must, in 
such cases, be more dangerous than the solution, from the 
alcohol which it contains, and no one would dare to throw it 
into the current of the circulation. 

It was in January, 1853, that the suggestion of Pravaz, of 
treating aneurisms by injections of the perchloride of iron, 
was laid before the Imperial Academy of Medicine, of Paris. 
This plan, in so far as it related to aneurisms, does not con- 
cern us here. It has, however, been applied to erectile tu- 
mors, and if it is to be preserved as one of the established 
operations of surgery, it seems likely to be in its application 
to these rather than aneurisms. Indeed, the first case treated 
in thls way was’ obviously an erectile tumor and not an aneu- 
rism. The case was reported to the Society of Surgery, of 
Paris, on the 30th of March, 1853. The operator was Mr. 
Raoul, and the tumor a supposed aneurism of the infraorbital 
artery. (See Gazette des Hopiteaux for 1853, page 177.)— 
Ten or twelve drops were at different times injected, and the 
effect seemed at first favorable, but about the time a cu. 
seemed to have been effected a new tumor of the same de- 
scription made its appearance. 

October 3d, 1854, Mr. Follin read to the Society of Surgery 
the report of a case of erectile tumor of the face, affecting 
the gums, lips, cheek, etc. Injections of the perchloride of 
iron were made into the lip at two different points. The im- 
mediate effect was the production of hard knots at each point. 
In five days thelip was very much swollen; one of these points 
suppurated, and at the end of a month no trace of either re- 
mained. Several injections into the substance of the gums 
and the veil of the palate where the parts were diseased, re- 
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sulted in ulceration in three days. (Gazette des Hopiteaux 
for 1854, p. 491. 

January 18th, 1854, Mr. Giraldes presented a patient to 
. the Society of Surgery, on whom he had injected a venous 
tumor on the side of the neck, of the size of a nut. Whether 
this tumor was erectile or a simple*varix, does not appear, 
but I judge the former, as a simple enlargement of the veins 
of the neck would scarcely require such active treatment.— 
An injection of perchloride of iron was made which had the 
effect, at first, ot greatly increasing the size of the tumor, 
which, however, sixteen days after the operation, was dimin- 
ished in size. (Gazette Medicale for 1854, p. 54.) 

The Medical Times amd Gazette, for August, 1857, says, 
“ during the last two months we have witnessed several trials 
of the acid solution of the perchloride of iron as an injection 
for producing the coagulation of the blood in nevus, etc. In 
more than one instance very severe inflammation of the part 
has followed its use, and in one, a nevus of the scalp, slough- 
ing and even exfoliation of a portion of bone resulted.”— 
(Am. Jour. of the Med. Sciences, for Oct., 1853, p. 510.) 

Mr. Foster reported two cases of erectile tumor, treated by 
injections of the chloride of iron. Both are reported cured.* 

Mr. Riberi injected aromatic wine into a tumor of the ven- 
ous subcutaneous kind, situated on the neck. Careful com- 
pression was made round it to prevent the wine from enter- 
ing into the circulation. A cure was effected without gan- 
grene.—Am. Jowr., vol. 38, p. 207. 

Tyrell was inthe habit of injecting erectile tumors with a 
solution of alum, using Anel’s syringe. After two or three 
injections they hardened and shrunk away.—South in Che- 
ius Surgery, vol. 2, p. 565. 

The idea of injecting so energetic a caustic as the concen- 
trated perchloride of iron into the centre of an aneurism or 
an erectile tumor, is certainly not in accordance with all our 
preconceived notions of judicious surgical practice. The 


*Braithwaite’s Retrospect, part 29, p. 206 
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blood, even if coagulated by it, could only be regarded as a 
foreign substance. 

Experience speedily confirmed what sound theory weuld 
have led us to expect, and the practice has fallen into disuse 
both in erectile tumors and aneurisms. 

At the time Pravaz was experimenting with the perchle- 
ride of iron, I was pursuing a similar course of investigations 
coneerning the solution of the lactate of the same metal.— 
On the 14th of December, 1852, twenty days before the first 
communfcation of Pravaz’s experiments with the perchloride 
of iron on animals, and long before Mr. Raoul had first tried 
it on the human subject, I had used the solution of the 
lactate successfully on a case of “aneurism by anastomosis” 
of the orbit. I had not thought of effecting the coagulation 
of the blood in the vessels, but desired to produce adhesive 
inflammation of the erectile tissue and effusion of inflamma- 
tory lymph. Having learned, from the experience of others, 
that acids were dangerous if passed into the blood; and from 
my own, that iodine was ineffectual, and perhaps not. free 
from danger, I experimented with a large number of solu- 
tions with a view of finding one at once capable of exciting 
inflammation and innocuous when thrown into the cireu- 
lation. The solution of the lactate of iron seemed more 
nearly to possess these properties than any other made use of, 
and accordingly it was selected in the case referred to. 

As this case presents an interest in other particulars, the 
report of it, as originally published in the London Lancet, is 
inserted here. I need only add that the cure has remained 
permanent, and that at the present time, June, 1860, Mr, 
Wells is a healthy man, attending daily to a large business. 


Case of Erectile tumor of the orbit, cured by infiltration 
with the solution of the Lactate of Iron and puncture with 
hot needles, after the ligature of the carotid artery had 
failed; with observations on the effect of that solution in 
obliterating the bloodvessels. 

William W——, a farmer, aged thirty-four years, of good 

constitution, consulted me, August Ist, 1851, on.aeccount of a 
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tumor of the left orbit. The eye was prominent, but could 
be closed ; it rose perceptibly with the pulsation of the arter- 
ies, and gave a thrill on being touched. On placing the ear 
in contact with the tumor, a loud blowing sound was heard, 
which could be perceived, but less distincty over the whole 
head. The veins of the face were prominent; the head was 
hot, and the arteries of the neck and head pulsated with un- 
natural force.. Severe pain was often felt in the head, atten- 
ded with nausea and vomiting ; pressure on the left carotid 
instantly stopped the pulsation and sound. 

History.—On the 14th of July, 1851, the patient received 
a severe kick from a horse on the left side of the lower jaw, 
which fractured it on the right side, and otherwise severely 
injured him. On recovering from the shock, he first per- 
ceived the sound in his head. This circumstance was calcu- 
lated to mislead the surgeon in the opinion of a traumatic 
aneurism ; but on a careful inquiry I found that the left eye 
had long differed from the other, principally in being short- 
sighted. Finding compression could not be borne on account 
of the great tenderness, I advised the ligature of the left 
common carotid artery; but the patient’s mind being unpre- 
pared for so serious an operation, he returned home, with the 
direction to adhere to a rigid diet, and the application of ice 
or iced-water. Instead of strictly following this advice, he 
consulted various practitioners, regular and irregular, using 
by their direction every kind of application. About the Ist 
of November following, he returned to me. The disease was 
greatly aggravated. The globe of the eye was protruded, 
the lids could not be closed, the conjunctiva was ulcerated, 
and the thrill could be clearly heard over the whole of the 
head. His general health had suffered much, and he has had 
several. attacks, which he called billious, and for which he 
had been purged and kept upon a strict diet for many days. 
Vomiting had increased the size of the tumor; he had severe 
pain‘in his head, and could only get relief from large doses 
of morphine. From the great heat in the head, he only slept 
by having cloths dipped in cold water kept constantly on it. 
He-was now anxious to have the operation performed, which 
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was done on the 11th of November, in the usual manner, the 
artery being tied about an inch below the division. No unu- 
sual symptoms occurred. Immediately after the operation 
the pulsation and sound in the tumor ceased. 

The next day, the 12, he complained of some pain in the 
right side of the head, and the capillaries of thatside became 
greatly injected from the effort to establish the collateral cir- 
culation. A blood-letting of eight ounces, gave great relief. 
The ligature came away on the fourteenth day. Immediately 
after the operation compression was attempted upon the tu- 
mor ; but so acute was the sensibility that nothing more than 
the weight of a fold of linen could be borne. Bags of poun- 
ded ice and salt were applied around it, and evaporating lo- 
tions upon it. Under this treatment, which, with a rigid 
diet, was continued, the tumor diminihed in size; still on the 
third day after tying the artery, a careful examination detec- 
ted a slight pulsation and sound in the tumor. This contin- 
ued, the tumor still subsiding. He left me on the 10th of 
December. His health continued poor, and he was not able 
to attend to his business for several months. He noticed the 
sound of the circulation occasionally after the operation, and 
it gradually became more constant and stronger. He was 
often seized with what he called a bilious attack, which con- 
tinued a day and a half, and was attended with severe retch- 
ing and vomiting ; at such times there was a marked increase 
of the pain and swelling, which thereafter became constant. 
In October, 1852, the cornea had disappeared, the conjunc- 
tiva projected in a fungous shape, and several hemorrhages 
occurred, from rupture probably of the superficial vessels. 

On the 11th of November, 1852, just one year from the 
first operation, he returned to me. At this time the entire 
orbit was filled, the lower lid was concealed by the fungous 
projecting, the eye pressed outwards and downwards, and at 
the root of the nose and inner part of the superciliary ridge 
there was an elastic swelling, which had caused the absorption 
of the bone. It was-at that point that the pulsations were 
strongest, and the trill most distinct. The small vessels of 
the forehead and side of the nose were greatly enlarged, pul- 
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sated strongly, and the latter gave the peculiar thrill of the 
disease verysensibly. His general health was much im- 
paired, ‘and he had been able to come to the city by railroad 
only with great difficulty. 

The question of the proper treatment to be employed in a 
case of erectile tumor of the orbit, when the ligature of one 
tarotid has failed to effect a cure, is one of some difficuly.— 
The attetition is naturally turned to the other carotid; but 
even if tle ligature of that were likely to succeed, the risk 
in this case'was too great, since it was found that the com- 
pression of it for a few seconds rendered him perfectly insen- 
sible. None of the means resorted to for the purpose of ob- 
literating this vascular tissue had ever been tried on deeply 
seated tumors like those of the orbit. On carefully reviewing 
them all, it was determined to try puncture with hot needles. 
This was done first on Nov. 13th, 1852; the needle used 
was the size of a common knitting-needle, sharpened to a 
triangular point, and set in a handle of bone. After being 
heated in the flame of an alcohol lamp, it was plunged into 
the tumor about an inch from the root of the nose, in the 
course of the superciliary ridge, and carried downwards and 
backwards to a depth of over three inches; on withdrawing 
it, some bleeding followed, which was readily stopped by 
slight pressure. 

For two days there was little pain or swelling; but on the 
third day the inflammation was acute, the swelling extending 
over the face, and presenting an erysipelatous appearance.— 
On the fifth day this began to decline, and in a week was 
nearly gone. While the inflammation was at its height the 
tumor was more firm and the thrill less distinct, but as it 
subsided the elasticity and pulsation rapidly returned. 

Nov. 25th.—I repeated the opeartion, making the punc- 
ture half an inch nearer the nose, and carrying it to a depth 
of only one inch. The etiects corresponded with those be- 
fore descibed, but were alittle less violent. On the third 
day'the sound was diminished, and the firmness of the tumor 
very sensibly increased. On a careful examination it was 
found that the morbid tissue extended over the bridge of 
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the nose and down to the inner canthus of the right eye, 
where a thrill could be distinctly felt. 

Dec. 2d.—A puncture was made on the left side of the 
nose, the needle being carried obliquely upward and to the 
left side. The inflammation resulting from this puncture was 
acute, and a suppuration occurred about it. The thrill upon 
the right side of the nose quite disappeared. 

The effect of these three punctures was to limit the spread 
of the tissue upon the forehead and nose; but the inflamma- 
tion, although acute and extensive, was superficial, and the 
mass of the disease at the center was still unaffected. It was 
evident that the needles cooled in passing through the tissues, 
so as not to cauterize much below the surface. 

It was therefore determined to change the treatment, and 
inject a fluid into the centre of the tumor capable of effecting 
its obliteration. For this purpose a solution of the lactate of 
iron, of the strength of eight grains to one fluid ounce of 
distilled water, filtered through paper, was preferred. The 
reasons for believing in the safety and efficiency of this remedy 
will be given below. 

14th.—I punctured the tumor at its most prominent part 
with the infiltrating canula, carrying it to the depth of about 
an inch; on withdrawing the stylet arterial blood followed. 
A fluid drachm of the above-named solution was immediately 
thrown in with a small syringe, constructed for the purpose, 
and the canula withdrawn. The immediate effect was an 
» intense pain in the left temporal region, and a flushing of the 
face, which latter only lasted afew seconds. A chill followed, 
accompanied with nausea and vomiting. Reaction took place 
in an hour, but the vomiting continued, and for twenty-four 
hours all drinks were ejected; pulse 63. 

15th.—Vomiting continues; pain less; upper lid much 
swollen; pulse 65. 

16th.—Vomiting less; no pain; has slept well; pulse 60; 
swelling increased, and so tender as not to bear the slightest 
touch. 

23d.—For the last six days the vomiting has gradually 
diminished; the pulse is natural; the tumor is — 
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firm, and the pulsation perceived only at the external angle; 
frequent lancinating pain is felt in the orbit. 

During the whole of this treatment, both of the punctures and 
infiltration, the head has been kept enveloped in bladders filled 
with a freezing mixture of ice and salt, which was very grateful 
tothe patient. He now began to complain of its being tuocold. 
The heat in the head was reduced tothe natural standard, and 

from. the time of the infiltration neither thrill nor sound has 
been perceived. The veins of the face were much diminished 
in size, and the pulsation of the arteries reduced to its natural 
state. A slight pulsation was still perceptible at the external 
angle of the eye, for which a puncture was made at that 
point with a hot needle, on January 4th, 1853. 

Jan. 10.—From the time of the last puncture no pulsation 
has been perceived, the swelling subsiding. At this time an 
opening was found to exist on the anterior surface of the globe 
of the eye, which still remains protruded between the lids. 
This was followed by severe inflammation of the globe, which 
lasted several days. The discharge from the opening was at 
first the humors of the eye, afterwards pus, but no blood. 

Feb. 5th.—Swelling gradually subsiding ; tumor firm, no 
pulsation ; but little pain. The patient slept, for the first 
time in more than a year, without some one to keep wet cloths 
upon the eye, dressed himself, and walked about the house; 
health good. 

March 5th.—Swelling entirely disappeared ; the globe of 
the eye perfectly collapsed; lids closed. 

June 6th.—The patient has been pursuing his ordinary 
occupation for three months. His health appears perfectly 
restored. The left orbit seems entirely excavated and free 

' from disease. | 

At this time he was presented at the annual meeting of the 
Illinois State Medical Society, and examined by a large num- 
ber of ite members, who concurred in the Siouie that the 
cure might be regarded as perfect. 

Remarks.—It will be readily understood that so serious an 
operation as throwing'a fluid drachm of a solution of the lac- 

tate of iron, at a point almost to saturation, directly into the 
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current of the circulation, would not be ventured upon without 
the most satisfactory reasons fur regarding it, first, as safe ; 
second, as effectual. I propose now to offer, briefly, some of 
the reasons for so regarding it. 

In 1850 I was engaged in making inquiries concerning the 
effects of this salt in certain diseased states of the system, 
and was induced, from certain theoretical views, to try the 
effect when thrown into the veins. Before doing this upon 
the human subject, I tried it upon a dog, dissolving, rather 
imperfectly, ten grains of it in one fluid ounce of distilled 
water. This was thrown at once into the saphena vein of a 
middle-sized dog, and the experiment was twice repeated 
without any ill effect. 

In December, 1851, I first used it upon the human subject, 
using, in the course of eight weeks, nineteen grains of the 
salt in solution. The largest amount injected at one time was 
three grains, dissolved in three drachms of distilled water. 
The number of times it was employed in this subject was 
nine. It had no ill effects, but the contrary. What is perti- 
nent to our present subject is, that each of the veins into which 
it was thrown at the bend of the arm, was found, after a cer- 
tain length of time, td’be obliterated and converted into a firm: 
cord, without there being produced either pain or perceptible 
inflammation. I have since used it in four other cases—in 
two of them once, and in the other two twice each—without 
any unfavorable effects. In one of these cases, in which it 
was used twice, a vein was opened a second time, three days 
after the first operation, but it was found filled at that point 
with coagulum, which, of course, was not disturbed, but the 
injection made by another vein. Its tendency to obliterate 
the veins by a gradual process of thickening their coats and 
obstructing the circulation, was thus made sufficiently appa- 
rent, while its safety, used with requisite precautions, was 
clearly demonstrated. As these cases related solely to the 
veins, before using it in the case of tumor of the orbit, in 
which it might enter directly in the arterial circulation, it was 
thought proper to try it upon an artery in adog. Accordingly 
three grains of the lactate dissolved in three fluid drachms of 
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distilled water, were thrown into the carotid artery of a small 
dog, and the vessel tied. The only effect was a slight irreg- 
ularity of the action of the heart, which continued but a few 
seconds. As this entered directly into the cerebral circulation, 
its safety, when used in a much smaller quantity inthe human 
subject, might legitimately be inferred. The result, as used 
upon the tumor, fully justified its employment, although the 
effects produced were somewhat severe. They were greatly 
less so, and less dangerous, than those resulting from the lig- 
ature of the carotid artery; and used in smaller quantity, 
repeated if necessary, it seems to promise relief without the 
necessity of resorting to, that operation. 

I may add here, that I have since used the same solution 
upon an erectile tumor of a venous character, of the size of a 
pigeon’s egg, upon the inside of the lower lip, by injecting it 
at three different times, without any other effect than a slight 
tenderness, followed by gradual diminution of size and indu- 
ration of tissue; but the cure is not yet complete. 

The applicability of this practice to the treatment of vari- 
cose veins and aneurisms will readily suggest itself, but further 
experiments will be required to determine to what extent it 
can be relied upon in these cases. Th@number of the Revue 
Medico-Chirurgicale de Paris for May, 1853, contains some 
interesting experiments by M. Pravaz, M. Giraldes, and M. 
Debout, on the coagulation of the blood in the arteries of 
animals by the injection of a solution of the perchloride of 
iron, and also three cases in which it had been used for the 
treatment of vascular tumor in the human subject, in each of 
which suppuration, and in one, gangrene, followed. These 
results are not of a nature to encourage further trials of that 
substance; but if we take into consideration that the solution 
of the perchloride of iron is a substance foreign to the normal 
constitution of the blood, and produces instant coagulation 
when brought in contact with it, whereas the solution of the 
lactate of iron is composed of elements which enter into the 
composition of the blood; that when thrown into the living 
vessels it does not coagulate it, but produces a thickening of 
the coats and a deposition of coagulable lymph from subacute 
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inflammation ; the difference between the two results will be 
readily understood. It is probable that the solution of the 
lactate, when thrown into the vessels, immediately undergoes 
decomposition, the acid combining with the soda of the blood, 
and the base passing into a higher state of oxydation in which 
it naturally exists in that fluid. In no case has this solution, 
when thrown into the blood or into a vascular tumor, shown 
a tendency to produce suppuration, but a slow inflammation, 
of an adhesive kind and limited extent. In one case, where 
it was inadvertantly pressed in small quantity into the sub- 
cutaneous cellular tissue, instead of into the vein as intended, 
a hard swelling having all the appearance of a boil or small 
carbuncle was the result; but even this effect will not be 
produced by it, when used in that manner, unless the solution 
be in a certain degree concentrated. 

Encouraged by the result in this case, I did not hesitate, on 
the first favorable opportunity, to repeat the treatment. 


Cassz 12.—Miss P. aged 21 years, from Rockford, IIl., has 
had an erectile venous tumor situated on the inner side of the 
lower lip, near the right commissure, from a very early age. 
At present it is of the size of a very large nut. 


Oprration.—Having everted the lip and covered the tumor 
with a tube of suitable size, applied and exhausted as a cup- 
ping glass. I introduced a minute trocar to the center of the 
tumor, and injected through it a drachm of the solution of the 
lactate of iron, of the strength of eight grains to the ounce. 
After retaining the cupping glass in place for about a minute, 
in order to give the solution an opportunity to act upon the 
internal membrane of the vessels, it was removed. But slight 
inflammation followed—a little induration, which speedily 
passed over. At the end of a week no change was percept- 
ible. This operation was repeated six times in the same 
manner, the quantity of solution used being greater, and the 
cupping being retained longer, without effecting a cure. At 
the end of two months the tumor was about one-half its 
size at the commencement, having had knobs at some points, 
and vessels filled with blood at others. 
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I considered this trial as conclusive against the lactate in 
this form of the disease. 

6... Ligature of the Principal Arteries Leading to the 
Tumor.—Dr. Norris (American Journal of Medical Sciences, 
for July, 1847,) publishes a table in which is embraced twelve 
cases of ligature of the common carotid artery, for erectile 
tumor in the orbit. He states the result as follows: cured, 
9; recovered, 2; died 1. 

While admitting that ligature of the carotid artery has been 
more successful for tumors in the orbit than that of other 
arteries, for those situated elsewhere I believe that the result 
in those cases will be found less favorable than stated by Dr. 
Norris. 

Mr. Wardrop had a fatal case. The tumor was seated on 
the side of the jaw. There are several cases on record which 
are said to have resulted in improvement. As these were 
reported for the most part within a few months after the ope- 
ration, the improvement is likely to have been but temporary. 

Mr. Travers tied the carotid artery for pulsating, thrilling 
tumor of the orbit. Two years afterwards it gave no trouble. 

Boyer relates the case of a congenital pulsating tumor of 
the color of wine, situated over the left temporal region. 
Pelletier tied the temporal artery after it had been incised, 
without success. The patient died on the 14th day. (Mala- 
dies Chirurgicales, vol. ii, p. 295.) 

Dupuytren is said to have tied the carotid artery in a similar 
case, with “partial success.” 

Mr. Arendts reported a case of ligature of the carotid artery 
for erectile tumor of the right temple, the result of a blow on 
a congenital nevus. The tumor burst during the operation, 
and eight pounds of blood were lost. The next day twelve 
small arteries were tied. (Medical Chir. Transactions, vol. 
22, p. 124. 

Mr. Scott, of the London Hospital tied the right carotid 
artery, for a tumor of the same kind, resulting, from injury. 
The case is said to have been improved. (Medical Chir. 


Transactions, vol. 22, p. 124.) 
Prof. Mussey, in 1827, tied both carotid arteries for an 
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erectile tumor on the vertex. These operations failing, he 
extirpated the tumor. (American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences, for Feb. 1830.) 

Mr. Wardrop reports two other cases, one of which was 
successful. (Walton’s Ophthalmic Surgery, p. 225.) 

I have already reported the case of William Wells, in 
which the ligature of the left carotid artery failed to cure an 
erectile tumor of the orbit. 

Case 13—Frectile Tissue occupying the palm of the hand— 
LTigature of the Radial and Ulnar Arteries—Cure—Mrs. 
E. A. G., aged 25 years, applied, February 25, 1856. A 
painful enlargement of the left hand. It had been gradually 
coming on for many years, and at this time presented the 
following appearances. The hand was of double its natural 
thickness of a florid red color, throbbed and thrilled at each 
arterial pulsation. All the veins and arteries were much 
enlarged and pulsated the arteries with much force. The 
hand was very tender and painful. I tied up the radial and 
the ulnar arteries at the wrist. They were both much 
enlarged and very tortuous, and their coats thin, like those of 
a vein. 

On the second day some swelling and diffuse redness, like 
erysipelas, showed itself, which disappeared under appropriate 
treatment, and the patient left on the 7th day in the way of 
cure. 

Oct. 1858.—This patient remained cured. 

A review of the cases in which arteries have been tied for 
erectile tumor shows that in the accidental pulsating, thrilling 
sub-cutaneous variety, the operation is often successful, par- 
ticularly when the disease is seated in the orbit, while in the 
tumors congenital variety it has little chance of success. 

There are, in addition to the means already noticed, a variety 
of others of a miscellaneous character, which must not be 
entirely passed over. 

Of these, vaccination is often skerpinsidell: It was 
first resorted to by Mr. Hodgson, of Birmingham, about the 
year 1828. It has been used by Messrs. Young & Auchin- 
closs, of Glasgow. It may be used in cases of very slight 
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mark, but even in these I have never seen it of much benefit 
and in more extensive or deeper seated disease it is altogether 
trivial and unworthy of trial. 

Analagous to this plan, but more effectual, is that of apply- 
ing the Tart. Ant. and Potass. It has been used by Cumming, 
fifteen grains mixed with one drachm of galbanum plaster, 
and applied upon the part affected. Sleughing is said to have 
followed its application. Mr. Hickman used it mixed with 
olive oil. 

Mr. Oalloway used the paste of chloride of zinc. Mr. Hel- 
muth the arsenical paste. Mr. Lafargue, inoculation with 
croton oil. 

I have often tried each of these, and in addition, vesication 
with the Spanish fly, with the nitrate of silver, creosote, and 
other vesicants. They all possess the property of diminishing 
the intensity of the redness in congenital nevus, but are not 
effectual except in spots of very limited size. Even in these 
they commonly fail. 

Mr. Edwards reports two cases cured by the application of 
iodine paint. They were small and superficial. (American 
Journal for October, 1855.) 

In asevere case, which I shall report further on, the “iodine 
paint” was used perseveringly and seemed to have the effect 
of somewhat bleaching the discolored surface, but this was 
temporary. 

Dr. Marshall Hall recommended sub-cutaneous laceration 
of the diseased tissue. The recommendation is strictly in 
accordance with physiological views, for it is know that the 
blood coagulates whenever it comes in contact with a cut 
surface, while the internal surface of veins, arteries, or cells 
of erectile tissue possess the property of preserving its 

It has been carried into practice in one instance, by J. M. 
Warren, who employed it after using the frigoric mixture. 
The case was said to be discharged much improved. M. 
Jules Guerin used it in case of a tumor situated on the 
side of the nose. Two operations were performed with 
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success. M. Blandin is said to have used it several times 
successfully. 

Dr. Macke recommends corrosive sublimate four parts, to 
collodion thirty parts. He says this produces an eschar one 
or two lines in depth. I have tried it, but from some reason 
have not found it to produce any perceptible effect. 

Cutting, and burning by means of a fine platinum wire, 
heated by a currant of galvanism is now being used. It is 
not easy to see what advantage can be derived from it. 

Passing over a number of applications not deemed worthy 
of mention, I shall finish the enumeration of different methods 
of treating erectile tumors, by a few words on the subject of 
electricity or electro-puncture. M. Petroquin recommended 
it as early as 1845, and during the following year used it in 
several cases of aneurism, and Messrs. Liston and Phillips 
had, it is said, previously employed it without success. 

M. Nelaton has reported a case of pulsating, thrilling tumor, 
on the bridge of the nose, the result of an injury, cured by six 
applications of galvanism. Two needles were applied to 
those points of the tumor where the pulsations were most 
distincty and brought into connection with the battery of Bun- 
sen, composed of. thirty pairs of plates, which were permitted 
to act for ten minutes. (Gazette Medicale for 1846, p. 736.) 

Recently it has been found by experiment, that the best 
method of proceeding is to use steel needles covered with 
zinc. These should be thrust into the tumor and connected 
with the positive pole, after which the negative pole should 
be connected with a piece of platinum and placed on the 
skin near the aneurism, the integument having been pre- 
viously moistened with a saline solution. (American Journal 
for April, 1854, p. 507.) 

Neither experience no reasoning on the subject have as yet 
given a very favorable impression of this treatment in erectile 
tumors. It must, however, be admitted that as yet it has not 
been properly tested, and that it is well deserving a further 

trial. 


The surgeon, after taking a survey of all the means which 
have been enumerated, and considering their relative value 
6 
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and efficiency, will be induced to confine his choice within a 
very limited range, and to combine them judiciously, rather 
than attach himself obstinately to a single plan. I may, 
perhaps, best illustrate my own practice by a report of cases 
treated. The following is one of the most formidable which 
has fallen under my care, and is, in my judgment, one of 
those in which palliation is all that is to be aimed at. 

Case 14.—B. E., aged twenty years, has an erectile tumor 
occupying the region of the neck and face. The left side of 
the tongue, the gums of the upper and lower jaws, the whole 
thickness of the lip and cheek, were very vascular, pulsating 
but not thrilling. The disease was congenital, but had 
increased with great rapidity after an injury which he had 
received some two years previously. 

In Jan., 1857, the treatment was commenced by inserting 
fine steel needles vertically through the lower lip, from its 
edge to the chin, one at each angle of the mouth, and the 
others at regular distances between. The needles were 
placed very near the mucous membrane, and ligatures tied 
firmly upon them, in form of a figure eight, and then irregu- 
larly from one to the other. At the end of five days the 
tissues thus embraced had been very nearly eut through by 
the ligatures. They and the needles were therefore removed, 
cicatrization proceeded, and at the end of three weeks the lip 
had been greatly reduced in size, and was traversed in different 
directions by fine bands of cicatrix. As there were still points 
at which the disease existed in the lower lip, these were punc- 
tured at different times by the cauterizing needles, at a white 
heat, the patient being under the influence of chloroform. 
The lip having beert thus greatly reduced in size, the gums 
were next attacked. 

The patient having been placed under the influence of 
chloroform, cauterization with the iron at a white heat, was 
effected on the whole of the diseased gums, in a very thorough 
manner. While the cicatrization of these was proceeding, I 
made use of means for diminishing the intense bluish-red 
color of. the surface. 

Vesication with blistering collodion, nitrate of silver, 
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creosote, strong acids, and various other irritants were resorted 
to. Strong solutions of iodine were also used. The plan 
pursued was to commence at the edge and even let the vesi- 
cation extend a little upon the sound skin and about an inch 
in breadth and three inches in length upon the diseased surface. 
This was kept up for about two weeks, when, as it was heal- 
ing, another strip was subjected to a similar process. The 
patient submitted himself to this treatment with admirable 
fortitude for six months, at the end of which time the swelling 
was greatly diminished, particularly that of the lip, which 
applied itself to the teeth, very perfectly, and the color of the 
face was in many parts scarcely greater than that in many 
persons of very florid complexion. 

I presume that many surgeons would, in this case, have 
resorted to ligature of the carotid artery, but aside from its 
liability to fail of success in any similar case it is an operation 
of considerable danger and the necessity for it was not sufli- 
ciently urgent in my view to justify its performance. The 
treatment resorted to, although long, was not dangerous, and 
resulted in an amelioration extremely gratifying and satis- 
factory. 

The relative merits of the different methods of treating 
erectile tumors, may be summed up as follows: 

I. Excision should be performed in every case where the 
size and situation of the tumor will admit of its being per- 
formed. This is almost as much a rule in these cases as in 
cancer. The exceptions are the slight cases which may be 
trusted without treatment until they increase in size. 

II. When excision would cause too great a loss of sub- 
stance, danger from hemorrhage, or when, from any cause, 
excision is objected to, strangulation is to be preferred next in 
order, and whether effected with ligature alone, or with 
needles, or other means, it should always, if possible, embrace 
the whole diseased structure. 

III. In limited superficial naevi and erectile tumors, par- 
ticularly if placed over bony surfaces, compression will often 
diminish, if not cure, the disease. 

IV. 1n deep-seated tumors, particularly aneurisms by anas- 
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tomosis, cauterization with the hot needles.is an extremely 
efficient remedy, either by itself or in connection with other 
means, 

_V. Setons or metallic needles may be used in the venous 
forms of the disease. They are more effectual when placed, 
to some extent, in sound tissue, 

VI. Ligature of the principal artery leading to the part, is 
adapted to the variety called aneurism by anastomosis, the 
accidental thrilling variety, and particularly to that variety 
situated in the orbit of the eye. I believe, however, that 
it is more dangerous and less necessary than is generally 
supposed. 

VII. Vesicants, escharotics and caustics, are adapted to 
complete a cure, when a small portion of tissue remains after 
excision, strangulation orseton. They are uncertain and little 
to. be relied on. 

- VII. A combination of several of these methods of treat- 
ment will often be found advisable. 

Nors.—Since writing the above, I have received an inter- 
esting paper, published in the Montreal Chronicle, by John 
Ridleh, M. D. Dr. Ridleh injected four erectile tumors of 
different kinds with perchloride of iron, and produced slough- 
ing in all. This, although effectual in each instance, is to be 
regarded as only a different way of using caustic, the advan- 
tages of which require, perhaps, further observations before 
pronouncing upon. 
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


CHICAGO CHARITABLE EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY, FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING MAY 1, 1860. 


Orricers oF THE AssocraTion.—Presipent, Walter L. 
Newberry. 

Vice, Preswentrs—Charles V. Dyer, Luther Haven. 

Secrretary—Samuel Stone. 


TreasurER—Edward L. Holmes. 
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Trusters—W alter L. Newberry, William H. Brown, Chas. 
V. Dyer, Luther Haven, Ezra B. McCagg, William Barry, 
Flavel Moseley, Samuel Stone, Philo Carpenter, Rev. N. L. 
Rice, D. D., John H. Kinzie, Mark Skinner. 

Boarp or Surerons, (Trustees ex-officio. —OonsunTine 
Surcrons.—Prof. Daniel Brainard M. D., Prof. Joseph W. 
Freer, M. D. 

Artrenpine Surcrons.—Edward L. Holmes, M. D., Edwin 
Powell, M. D. 

It must be a matter of interest to our readers to learn that 
the Infirmary continues in a flourishing condition. During 
the past year one hundred and seventy-seven patients have 
been under treatment, making an aggregate of two hundred 
and ninety-two patients, since the establishment of the In- 
firmary, two years since. These patients have all been from 
the poor and destitute classes of society. 

Although but a small portion of the public are yet aware 
of the existence of the Infirmary, the number of its patients 
has been constantly increasing. 

In a city as large as Chicago, an Infirmary for the poor, 
afflicted with diseases of the eye, should be maintained at 
public expense, since it is more in accordance with an enlight- 
ened humanity, and it is more politic and economical to 
furnish the destitute with gratuitous treatment than to support 
them in our Blind Asylums, after they have lost the power 
of vision. 

For the purpose of preventing, as far as possible, blindness 
and its attending evils, several States have granted consider- 
able sums of money for the establishment and support of 
charitable Eye Infirmaries. The annual reports of these 
institutions, show what incalculable good they may accom- 
plish. Many patients, in our Eastern cities, are wholly 
indebted to Eye Infirmaries for the preservation of their sight, 
thus being saved the painful necessity of becoming a burden 
either to their friends or to the public at large. 

There is another reason, and a very important one, why an 
Institution of this kind should recommend itself to the public, 
and receive the encouragement of our profession. An Eye 
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Infirmary, under the charge of competent surgeons, will 
afford ample opportunities for clinical instruction in diseases 
of thé eye, which are among the most important affections we 
are called upon to treat. It is universally admitted that this 
department'of medical science has been too much neglected 
by the physicians of this country. We believe the. establish- 
ment of good Infirmaries in all our cities, where medical 
instruction is sought by the student, would tend to awaken a 
greater interest in this important subject. An Infirmary, in 
which the student can obtain a thorough knowledge of the 
theory and practice of ophthalmic medicine, will, indirectly, 
accomplish more good, perhaps, than it can by the direct 
benefits conferred upon the patients under treatment. What- 
ever contributes to the advancement of a knowledge of 
ophthalmic science among our practitioners, must be the 
source of inestimable good to the public. 

We trust the Infirmary will receive the encouragement and 
support of the public, and especially of the profession. 

The Second Annual Report of the Surgeons of the Infirm- 
ary is worthy of a careful perusal, as showing the practical 
utility of such an institution. 





Carr or THE Sicx.—Not to allow a patient to be waked, 
intentionally or accidentally, is the sine gua non of all good 
nursing. tt he is roused out of his first sleep, he is almost 
certain to have no more sleep. It is a curious, but quite 
intelligible fact, that if a patient is waked, after a few hours 
ins of a few minutes sleep, he is much more likely to 
sleep again. ‘ Because pain, like irritability of brain, perpet- 
uates and intensifies itself. If you have gained a respite of 
either in sleep, you have gained more than the mere respite. 
Both the probability of recurrence and of the same intensity 
will be diminished; whereas both will be terribly increased 
by want of sleep. This is the reason why a patient, waked 
in the early part of his sleep, loses not only his sleep, but his 
getty power to sleep. A healthy person who allows himself 
to sleep during the day, will lose his sleep at night; but it 
is exactly the reverse with the sick generally ; the better will 
they be able to sleep.—Miss Nicutmveae. 
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Editorial. 





BOOK AND PAMPHLET NOTICES. 





Leoturss on THE Diseases or Inranoy anp CHILDHOOD, BY 
Cuartes West, M. D., author of “ Lectures on the Diseases - 
of Women,” &c., &c. Third American edition from the 
Fourth revised and enlarged London edition. Blanchard 
& Lea, Philadelphia, 1860. Received through 8. OC. Griggs 
& Co., 39 and 41 Lake street. 

There are few authors who have added more valuable con- 
tributions to medical literature than Dr. West, and the subjects 
on which he has written are among those of the first import- 
ance to the profession. The opinion is not unfrequently met 
with among the people, that the diseases of infancy and child- 
hood are not capable of being benefited by medical treatment; 
and even members of the profession are not wanting who 
avow that such cases should be left to the care of experienced 
nurses, or trusted to the restorative powers of nature. Than 
this conclusion none could be more erroneous. The maladies 
of childhood, when correctly apprehended, are quite as amen- 
able to medical treatment as are those of adult life, and 
perhaps even more so, on account of the easy susceptibility 
of the physical organization, at this period of life, to the 
influences of external circumstances, and for this reason the 
ravages of disease, if left unimpeded, have, in such cases, the 
most fatal tendencies. Let this fact be fully appreciated, and 
then will diseases of childhood come to receive something of 
the attention that their importance merits. The statistics of 
the most favored countries show that about one-half of the 
mortality of the human race occurs prior to the age of five 
years, and this high ratio of fatality is undoubtedly, to some 
extent, due to the fact that practitioners fail to ‘recognize the 
modifications that infancy gives to disease, and to the effects 
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of therapeutical appliances. We hardly think that Dr. West 
goes too far, when he says that those who would successfully 
treat the diseases of childhood “have to study a new semi- 
ology, to learn a new pathology, and new therapeutics.” 
The author says “These Lectures embody the results of 900 
observations, and 228 post mortem examinations made among 
nearly 30,000 children, who, during the past twenty years, 
have come under my care.” 


Tas Penwsvurar anp Inperenpent Mepicat Jovrnat, 
published at Detroit, Mich., is discontinued at the end of the 
second volume, for the alleged reason “that it does not pay.” 
That a publication so favorably located, should be obliged to 
suspend for such a cause, is a fact by no means cheering to 
others embarked in the enterprise of Medical Journalism. 





TENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS 
STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


HELD IN PARIS, ILL., MAY STH AND Oru, 1860. 


FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


The Society met in the Elliott Chapel, and was called to 
order at 10 o’clock, A. M., by Dr. H. W. Davis, one of the 
Vice-Presidents, the President being absent. 

Dr. 8. York, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, 
welcomed the members of the Society to the hospitalities of 
the profession and citizens of Paris, and reported the following 
delegates and permanent members as present: 

De.ecates,—J, A. W. Hostetter and Ira B. Curtis, of De- 
catur, from Macon, Co. Med. Soc.; R. H. Brown, of Mahomet, 
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and John Swain, of Champaign, from Champaign Oo. Med. 
Soc.; R. G. Laughlin, of Heyworth, T. D. Fisher, of LeRoy, 
from McLean Co. Med. Soc.; T. K. Edmiston, of Clinton, 
De Witt Co. Med. Soc.; J. H. Apperson, of Bourbon, Douglas 
Co. Med. Soc.; D. E. Foote, of Belvidere, Boone Co. Med. 
Soc.; D. W. Stormont, of Grandview, and L. L. Todd, of 
Paris, from Esculapian Med. Soc.; W. M. Chambers, of 
Charleston, Eberleon Med. Soc.; N. 8.: Davis, of Chicago, 
Medical Department of Lind University; J. W. Freer, of 
Chicago, Rash Medical College; E. L. Holmes, of Chicago, 
Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

Permanent Memoers.—J. S. Whitmire, of Metamora, 
Woodford county; G. Beeman, and 8. T. Trowbridge, of 
Decatur, Macon county; J. M Steele, of Grandview, and 8. 
York, and John Tenbrook, of Paris, Edgar county; H. Rice 
Payne, of Marshall, Clark county; H. W. Davis, of Terre 
Haute, Ind., formerly of Paris. 

The Secretary then read the roll of members, and distribu- 
ted copies of Transactions containing the minutes of the last 
annual meeting. 

The Society then took a recess of ten minutes to enable 
the delegates and members from each county represented, to 
report one of their number to act on a committee for nomi- 
nating officers and filling standing committees for the ensuing 
year. 

‘The Society having been called to order, the following were 
reported as members of the Nominating Committee : 

W. M. Chambers, of Coles county; J. 8S. Whitmire, of 
Woodford county ; T. K. Edmiston, of De Witt county; E. L. 
Holmes, of Cook county ; John Swain, of Champaign county ; 
J. P. Apperson, of Douglas county; R. G. Laughlin, of 
McLean county; D. E. Foote, of Boone county; Ira B. 
Curtis, of Macon county; H. Rice Payne, of Clark county ; 
J. M. Steele, of Edgar county. 

On motion of Dr. J. W. Freer, the Nominating Committee 
was requested to defer any action until 3 1-2 o’clock, P. M., 
as delegates from other counties were expected to arrive in the 
afternoon trains. . 
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On motien of Dr. W. M. Chambers, the regular order of 
business was suspended for the purpose of electing permanent 
members. 

L. D. Martin, of Shelbyville, Shelby county, proposed by 
W. M. Chambers. 

Charles Johnson, of York, Olark county, proposed by H. 
R. Payne. ; 

John H. Clark, of Decatur, Macon county, proposed by Ira 
B. Curtis. 

Ezra A. Steele, of Chicago, Cook county, by N. 8. Davis. 

J. T. Pearman, of Elbridge, Edgar county, by D. W. 
Stormont. 

A. H. Kimbrough, of Georgetown, Vermillion county, by 
Wm. M. Chambers. 

D. O. McCord, of York, Clark county, by H. R. Payne. 

Charles Gorham, of York, Clark county, by H. R. Payne. 

On motion of Dr. W. M. Chambers, the above-named 
gentlemen were unanimously elected permanent members of 
the Society. 

B. F. Swafford, M. D., of New Goshen, Ind., was nomi- 
nated for a permanent member, when the question was raised 
whether it was proper to elect permanent members residing 
out of this State. The question was discussed by Drs. Edmis- 
ton, Whitmire, H. W. Davis, and N. 8. Davis. 

The following resolution was offered by N. 8S. Davis, and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the constitution of this Society does not 
contemplate the election of permanent members residing out 
of the State. But a permanent member of this Society, 
elected while residing in this State, does not lose his member- 
ship by merely moving out of it. 

Dr. D.. W. Stormont moved that a committee of three be 
appointed on unfinished business, which was seconded and 
adopted. The President appointed I. W. Stormont, T. K. 
Edmiston, and H. R. Payne, said committee. 

Dr. B. F. Swafford, of New Goshen, Ind., and Dr. Hedges, 
of Clinton, Ind., were unanimously elected members by 
invitation. 


















































EDITORIAL. 363 





On motion of Dr. W. M. Chambers, the delegates appointed 
at the last annual meeting to attend the meeting of the 
American Medical Associatiun, were requested to report at 
10 o’clock to-morrow morning, whether they can act as such 
delegates. 

On motion, the Society adjourned to 2 o’clock, P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. \ 


At 2 o’clock, P. M., the Society was called to order, Dr. 
8. T. Trowbridge, one of the Vice Presidents, in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous session were read and approved. 

The following named gentlemen were unanimously elected 
permanent members, viz: 

J. W. Lawrence, M. D., of Carbondale, Jackson Oo., pro- 
posed by 8. York. 

John W. Frizell, M. D., of Bloomfield, Edgar Co., by 8. 
York. 

J. D. Mitchell, M. D., of Darwin, Clark county, by H. R. 
Payne. 

The following members were then added to the nominating 
committee : 

Dr. L. D. Martin, of Shelby county,—A. H. Kimbrough, 
of Vermillion county,—John W. Lawrence, of Jackson connty, 
—T. D. Fitch, of Henry county,—A. W. Heise, of Will county. 

The reports of the standing committees being in order, a 
communication and report from Dr. C. Gvodbrake, chairman 
of the Committee on Practical Medicine, was presented by the 
Secretary. After a considerable part of the report had been 
read by the Secretary, on motion of Dr. W. M. Chambers it 
was referred to the Committee of Publication, with discretion 
to publish so much as they deem proper. 

During the reading of the report on Practical Medicine, tle 
President, Dr. David Prince, of Jacksonville, arrived and 
took the chair. 

The Committee of Arrangements also reported as present 
the following additional delegates and members. 

Dr. T. D. Fitch, of Kewanee, from Henry Co. Med. Society. 
-“ A, W. Heise, of Joliet, from Will county Med. Society. 
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Dr. A, R. Spears, of Kansas, from Esculapian Society. 
“ Daniel Brainard, of Chicago, from Rush Med. College. 
“ DeLaskie Miller, of Chicago, from City Hospital. 
* David Prince, of Jacksonville, Permanent Member. 

Dr. J. 8. Whitmire, of Metamora, presented and read a 
report on the Treatment of Rheumatism, which was referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 

The Committee on Drugs and Medicines being called, the 
Secretary read a Jetter from Dr. F. K. Bailey, of Joliet, chair- 
man of the committee, apologizing for the failure to report, 
which letter was referred to the Nominating Committee. 

The Treasurer, Dr. J. W. Freer, of Chicago, presented and 
read his annual report, as follows : 

Illinois State Medical Society, 
To J. W. Freer, Zreasurer, Dr. 
To cash paid Wm. Cravens for printing transactions 











MN bn dais v'nn'vs eghvawsses ees $158 00 
* .& & Dr. J. W. Phillips, for Prize Essay,.. 50 00 
“ « *« Dr. A. 8. Hudson, Prize Essay, ee 20 00 
re eR Ses chs 48 o esas ees oe o's 0.9 1 50 
$229 50 

Cr. 


By cash for annual assessment and initiation fees,.. .$190 00 
«© of Dr. N. 8. Davis for Prize Fund,........ 20 00 
« Dr. Blaney former Treasurer Prize money, . 30 00 
“« «Dr. J. M. Steele, Prize Essay on Opium,... 20 00 


$260 00 


Balance in the Treasury,....$30 00 

The report was accepted, and ordered to be printed in the 
proceedings of the Society. 

The Committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year, 
presented the following report: 

For President, 
Wm. M. Chambers, M. D., of Charleston. 
For Vice Presidents. 

T. K. Edmiston, M. D., of Heyworth. 
H. R. Payne, M. D., of Marshall. 
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Treasurer. 
J. W. Freer, M. D., of Chicago. 
Place for the next annual meeting, Jacksonville, Morgan 
county, Ill. 
On motion, the report was accepted and adopted unanimously. 
On motion, the Society adjourned until 8 o’clock, P. M., to 
hear the annual address. 


EVENING SESSION. 


At 8 o’clock, P. M., the Society, with a large audience of 
citizens, assembled in the Chapel, and were called to order by 
the President. Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, then delivered 
the Annual Address. The subject was the “ Mutual relations 
and consequent mutual duties of the medical profession and 
the community.” Its delivery occupied three-quarters of an 
hour. 

Dr. David Prince, of Jacksonville, the retiring President, 
then read an interesting valedictory address, on the legal rela- 
tions and responsibilities of the physician and surgeon. It 
was listened to with marked attention and pleasure. 

On motion, the Society adjourned to 9 o’clock, A. M. 


SECOND DAY.—MORNING SESSION. 


At 94 o’clock, A. M., the Society was called to order by 
the President, Dr. D. Prince, who, after a few remarks, intro- 
duced the President elect, Dr. W. M. Chambers, to the chair. 
Dr. Chambers thanked the Society for the honor conferred 
upon him, and proceeded with the regular order of business. 
The Secretary read the minutes of the last meeting, which 
were corrected and approved. 

The report of the Standing Committee on Obstetrics being 
called for, Dr. W. H. Byford, the chairman, was absent. He 
had prepared a report, however, which was presented by the 
Secretary, and an abstract of the same read, when on motion 
the report was referred to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. DeLaskie Miller of Chicago, from the Special Committee 
on the Hygiene and Sewerage of Cities, presented and read 
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a report, which was accepted, and referred to the Committee 
of Publication. \ 

On motion of Dr. S. York, the order of business was sus- 
pended, for the purpose of hearing from the delegates appoint- 
ed at the last meeting of the Society, to attend the American 
Medical Association, and to fill such vacancies as may be 
found to exist. 

Six of the delegates previously appointed announced them- 
selves as unable to attend the coming meeting in New Haven, 
and their places were filled by the following: Z. H. Whitmire, 
of Metamora; John Tenbrook, of Paris; A. A. Dunn, of 
Cambridge; Charles Johnson, of York; A. H. Luce, of 
Bloomington; T. D. Fitch, of Kewanee. 

Z. H. Whitmire, of Metamora, Ill., was proposed by W. 
H. Davis; A. A. Dunn, of Cambridge, Henry county, was 
proposed by T. D. Fitch, and both unanimously elected per- 
manent members of this Society. 

The hearing of reports from standing committees was 
again resumed. 

Dr. D. Brainard, of Chicago, Chairman of the Committee 
on Surgery, presented his report, consisting of a paper written 
by himself; another by Dr. Powell, of Chicago, on Fractures ; 
one by Dr. D. Prince) of Jacksonville, on Silver, Sutures ; 
and one by Dr. I. S. Whitmire, on the Bite of Serpents. He 
also exhibited to the Society several new surgical instruments, 
making extempore comments on their uses and utilty. 

Dr. D. Prince moved that the report of Dr. Brainard be 
accepted and referred to the Committee of Publication, with 
instructions to print the same, which was adopted. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 


SECOND DAY-——AFTERNOON SESSION. 


At 2 o’clock, P. M., the President, Dr. Chambers, called the 
Society to order. The Secretary, in behalf of the Committee 
of Publication, presented the following report, which was 
accepted, and its recommendations adopted, viz. : 
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Report of Permanent Secretary in behalf of the Publishing 
Committee. 

As soon as practicable after the last Annual Meeting, the 
Transactions of the Society were sent to the printers for 
publication. 

400 copies were printed, 150 of which have been distributed 
to members of the Society, the editors of Medical Journals, 
and the Secretaries of other State Medical Societies. 250 
copies remain on hand for the use of the Society. The Tran- 
sactions of all previous years remain as represented in the 
report of last year. The expense of printing the Transactions 
for 1859 was $158.00, as stated in the report of the Treasurer. 
Besides this, the Permanent Secretary has paid, in postage on 
copies of the Transactions distributed, and in letters in relation 
to the business of the Society, five dollars more, a bill for 
which accompanies this report. 

From the fact that the printed copies of the Constitution and 
By-laws of the Society are nearly exhausted, your Committee 
would recommend that they, together with all amendments, 
be published with the transactions of the present meeting. 

N.S. DAVIS, 

Paris, Ill., May 9th, 1860. Permanent Secretary. 

The Committee on Nominations then presented the follow- 
ing report, which was accepted and adopted : 

That the annual assessment for 1860 be too dollars. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Committee of Arrangements.—Drs. D. Prince, O. M. Long, 
A. McFarland, N. English, Henry Jones, of Jacksonville. 

Committee on Practical Medicine.—Drs. 8. T. Trowbridge, 
_ of Decatur, Macon county, John Swain, of Champaign, Cham- 
paign county, D. E. Foote, of Belvidere, Boone county. 

Committee on Drugs and. Medicines.—Drs. F. K. Bailey, 
of Joliet, Will county, R. G. Laughlin, of Heyworth, McLean 
county, H. R. Payne, of Marshall, Clark county. 

Committee on Obstetrics—Drs. T. D. Fitch, of Kewanee, 
Henry county, DeLaskie Miller, of Chicago, Cook county, J. 
B. Curtis, of Decatur, Macon county. 
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Commitice on Surgery.—Drs. A. W. Heise, of Joliet, Will 
county, J. W. Freer, and E. Andrews, of Chicago, IIl. 
SPKOIAL COMMITTEES. 

Itinerant Practitioners.—Drs. 8. Y ork, of Paris, Edgar co., 
J. P. Apperson, of Bourbon, Douglas county, John Wright, 
of Wapella, DeWitt county. 

Diseases of the Eye.—Dr. E. L. Holmes, Chicago. 

Typhoid Fever.—Drs. H. Noble, of Heyworth, McLean 
county; Hiram Nance, of Lafayette, Stark county; L. D. 
Martin, of Shelbyville, Shelby county. 

Stomatitis Materni.—Dr. A. J, Crane, of Champaign City, 
Champaign county. 

Medical Electricity —Dr. J. A. W. Hostetter, of Decatur, 
Macon county. 

Assistant Secretary.—Dr. O. M. Long, of Jacksonville. 

Report from the Special Committee on Chlorosis being called 
for, Dr. E. W. Moore, chairman of the committee, was absent, 
but had sent a communication to the effect that he had been 
prevented from finishing his report by sickness, but would 
have it completed in a few days and leave it at the disposal of 
the Society. On motion, Dr. Moore was requested to finish 
his report, and forward it to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. A. Hard, of Aurora, chairman of the Committee on 
Veratrum Viride, had sent his report, which was read by the 
Secretary, and referred to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. E. L. Holmes, of Chicago, chairman of Special Com- 
mittee on Diseases of the Eye, presented and read his report, 
which was accepted and referred to the Committee of Pub- 
lication. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis presented and read an abstract of a paper 
on the food of infants when deprived of the milk. of the 
mother; which was accepted and referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 

Dr. N. S. Davis was requested to continue his researches as 
a Special Committee on the Changes in the Blood during 
continued Fevers. 

Dr. D. W. Stormont, from the Committee on Prize Essays, 
reported that only one Essay had been received; and that 
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came into the hands of a majority of the committee at so late 
a period that they have been unable to read it. The Com- 
mittee therefore recommend the continuance of the offer for 
Prize Essays another year; and that the present essay remain 
as a competitor for it. The report of the committee was 
accepted and adopted. 

Dr. DeLaskie Miller, of Chicago, was requested to continne 
as a Special Committee on the Hygiene of Cities. 

Dr. H. W. Davis, of Terre Haute, Ind., was appointed a 
Special Committee on Serous Inflammation. 

Dr, D. W. Stormont, Chairman of the Committee on Reg- 
istration, made the following report, which was aecepted and 
adopted : 

“The Committee on the Registration Law, as instructed at 
the last meeting of the Society, would present the following 
petition for the signature of the officers, viz: 

“ To the Hon. the General Assembly of the State of IUinois: 

“The undersigned, officers of the Illinois State Medical Soci- 
ety, in behalf of said Society, respectfully ask your Honorable 
Body to pass a law for the Registration of the Births, Mar- 
riages and Deaths in this State. Sanitary science demandsit, 
and the interests of the people would be greatly advanced 
by it. 

“ Signed by order of the Society, adopted at the tenth annual 

meeting, held in Paris, Edgar county, May, 1860. 

“The Committee have prepared a Law, which will be 
laid before the Legislative Committee having this matter in 


“We would request.each local medical society to memo- 
rialize the Legislature on this subject. Willsome member in 
each Society see that this matter is attended to?” 

Respectfully submitted. 
D. W. STORMONT, 
Charman of Committee. 


Dr. J. 8S. Whitmire, of Metamora, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted unanimously : 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Society mn Ane te. She 








370 EDITORIAL. 


Physicians of Paris in particular, and to the citizens generally, 
for the hospitable manner in which they have entertained its 
members during its present session. And that we will carry 
home with us the kindest regards for their future prosperity 
and welfare. 

Dr. Brown offered thé following resolution, which was 
adopted unanimously, and, together with that offered by Dr. 
Whitmire, was ordered to be printed in the local papers in 
Paris. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Lllinvis State Medical 
Society are hereby tendered to the Trustees and Members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, for the use Elliott Chapel 
during the present annual session of this Society. 

Dr. D. W. Stormont, chairman of the Committee on Un- 
finished Business, reported that it would be proper to hear 
from the Committee on Legalizing Dissections, found on page 
13 of Transactions for 1859; also from the Committee on 
Further Accommodations for the Insane; also from the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the charges against Dr. White, 
of Salem; and to act on the resolutions offered by Dr. Wash- 
burn, and found on page 15 of the Transactions; and an 
amendment to the constitution found on page 18. 

Dr. York, chairman of the Committee to Memorialize the 
Legislature in favor of Legalizing Dissections, reported ver- 
bally that there had been no session of the State Legislature 
since the last meeting of the Society, and the committee was 
continued another year. , 

Dr. Prince, chairman of the Committee on Further Accom- 
modation for the Insane and Idiotic, reported verbally, that 
the work of providing further accommodations for the insane 
was already far advanced, but nothing was yet done in relation 
to the training of imbecile and idiotic children. The com- 
mittee was continued, with instructions to memorialize the 
next Legislature in favor of suitable provision for the educa- 
tion of idiotic and imbecile children. 

On motion of Dr. J. M. Steele, the resolutions found on 
page 15 of the Transactions for 1859, were taken from the 
table. On motion of Dr. 8. York, their consideration was 
postponed until the commencement of the evening session. 
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Dr. W. M. Chambers, from the committee to which was 
referred the charges against Dr. Wm. White, reported that 
they had notified Dr. White of the charges preferred by Dr. 
Haller, and that he could be heard in defence at this meeting 
of the Society, orin any other way he might think best for the 
interests of all parties, The committee had received no reply 
or communication from him of anykind. After reading some 
of the evidence furnished by Dr. Haller in support of his 
charges, Dr. H, W. Davis moved that Dr. Wm. White, of 
Salem, be expelled from this Society, which was adopted by a 
unanimous vote. 

The constitutional amendment found on page 18 of the 
Transactions for 1859, making the time of each annual meet- 
ing, as well as the place, depend on the vote of the Society, 
was taken up and adopted unanimously. 

Dr. Prince moved that the time of holding the next annual 
meeting of the Society be on the first Tuesday of May or June, 
to be determined by notice of the Secretary, when it shall be 
known what time the meeting of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation is to be held in 1861. Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. R. Laughlin, Dr. T. K: Edmiston, of 
Clinton, was appointed a delegate to represent this Society in 
the next meeting of the Ohio State Medical Society, to be 
held at White Sulphur Springs. 

On motion of Dr. Brown, Dr. John Swain, of Champaign, 
was appointed a delegate to represent this Society in the next 
annual meeting of the Kentucky State Medical Society. 

On motion of Drs. T. D. Fitch, N.S. Davis and David 
Prince, were requested to furnish to the Committee of Publi- 
cation copies of their addresses for publication in the Tran- 
sactions of the Society. 

On motion of Dr. T. D. Fitch, the Secretaries of Local 
Societies were requested to procure the publication of the 
address of Dr. N. S. Davis, in as many of the newspapers of 
their several localities, as possible. 

Dr. J. H. Whitmire, of Metamora, was appointed a special 
committee to report on Erysipelas. 
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_ The following named members were duly nominated and 
elected delegates to attend the annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association for 1861 : 

Dre. A. W. Hostetter, of Decatur,; J. 8. Whitmire, of 
Metamora, Charles Johnson, of York; RK. H. Brown, of Ma- 
homet; T. D. Fitch, of Kewanee; J. D. Steele, of Grand- 
view; Geo. Beman, of Decatur; 8. York, of Paris; H. W. 
Davis, of Terre Haute, Ind; D. E. Foote, of Belvidere; D. 
Prinee, of Jacksonville; W. D. Chambers, of Charleston ; 
O. Goodbrake, of Clinton; H. R. Payne, of Marshall; C. N. 
Andrews, of Rockford. , 

On motion, the Society adjourned to 8 o’clock, P. M. 


SEOOND DAY.-—EVENING SESSION. 


At 8 o’clock, the Society was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Dr. W. M. Chambers. 

Dr. O. Q. Herrick, of Kansas, permanent member, arrived 
and took his seat. 

The president announced the following committee on Prize 
Essays for the ensuing year; Drs. H. A, Johnson, J. V. Z. 
Blaney, and E. L. Holmes, all of Chicago. 

Dr. T. D, Fitch moved to take up the following resolutions, 
offered by Dr. Washburn at the last annual meeting of the 
Society. 

Whereas, The American Medical Association is a national 
Association composed of delegates and members from all parts 
of the United States, meeting on terms of perfect equality : 

Therefore, Resolved, That in the opinion of this Society, all 
the officers of the Association should be selected strictly with 
reference to merit, and without any regard to their place of 


Resolwed, That the custom of selecting the President of the 
Association exclusively from the profession of the city in which 
the Annual Meeting is held, is not only derogaipry to the 
general character of the ee gmap and calculated greatly 

ould attach to that office, but past 


to lessen the honor which 
experience has shown that it leads directly to local divisions, 
jealousies, and injurious partisan strife. 

Resolved, That the delegates from this Society tothe Asso- 
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ciation, be instructed to use their influence to abrogate the 
custom alluded to in the preceeding resolution. 

. Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish copies 
of the foregoing resolutions to other State and Local Medical 
Societies, and ask their attention to the same. 

The motion was seconded by Dr. J. M. Steele, and after 
some remarks by Drs. Steele, Brainard, York, and Whitmire, 
the preamble and resolutions were adopted almost unani- 
mously.* 

The report of Itinerant Practitioners being called for, Dr. 
Curtis, one of the committee, made an amusing verbal report ; 
after which, Dr. H. W. Davis, of Terre Haute, chairman of 
the committee, read a lengthy report in the form of a satirical 
poem, avhich was listened to with interest. 

On motion of Dr. J. 8. Whitmire, the thanks of the Society 
were tendered to Dr. Davis for his report, and a cane ordered 
to be presented as a token of their appreciation of its merits. 

On motion of Dr. Brainard, the President was appointed to 
deliver the public annual address at the next meeting of the 
Society. 

On motion of Dr. Brainard, the Society adjourned sine die. 

N. 8. DAVIS, 
Paris, Edgar Co., Lu. Permanent Secretary. 


oe 


Tae Eripemic amone Cattie.—The Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts has appointed a commission of three persons to 
investigate the character of the apparently contagious disease 
which is now spreading with great fatality among the herds 
throughout the country. The State is to assume the cost of 
the investigation, paying to the owners the value of cattle 
which are to be slaughtered, under the direction of the com- 
mittee, on the appearance of the disease. The pathological 
appearances of the animals which were killed as soon as 
affected, or which died from the disease, are very indefinite ; 
but it appears to be a disease of the lungs, and the first 
symptoms are said to be a croup-like respiration. 


*There being but five or six votes in its favor.—Ep. 
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Miscellaneous. 





FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE. 


Florence Nightingale needs but few prefatory remarks. 
Reared in luxury, and fitted both by natural and acquired 
endowments to adorn the most elevated social position, her 
immolation of self and voluntary resignation of those domestic 
ties which constitute the charm of woman’s life, more espe- 
cially commend her to the world’s reverence and praise. 
Long before the disastrous Crimean war was projected, her 
gentle ministerings were known throughout Great Britain, 
Germany, and Egypt, where she attended the sick Arabs. 
She daily frequented the hospitals and reformatory institutions 
of London, Edinburgh, and the continent, and, in 1851, went 
to the t Lutheran Hospital at Kaiserwerth, on the Rhine, 
where she spent months in constant attendance on the patients, 
and perfected herself in the art of nursing. On her return to 
England she undertook the management of the Sanatorium 
for Governesses, and by her efficient aid, both monetary and 
personal, saved the institution from the neglect and ruin into 
which it was fast sinking. Immediately afterwards came 
accounts of the sufferings in the East, and of the additional 
hardships which the wounded soldiers were enduring from 
want of proper care and attention. The English, with their 
characteristic promptness, soon raised the sum of £15,000, 
which was expended in articles of food and clothing, for the 
relief of their army. It was soon felt, however, that the 
' sufferings were chiefly to be ascribed to the absence of proper 
nursing, and, at the instigation of the Hon. Sydney Herbert, 
. Miss Nightingale was selected as the person best calculated to 
undertake the control of the British establishment for wounded 
soldiers and sailors in the Crimea. Many would have shrank 
from such a proposal, knowing the terrible dangers and toils 
to which it would necessarily subject them; but Florence 
Nightingale gloried in the prospect. It was a more extended 
field for her labors, and one in which her Christian vistues of 
philanthropy, benevolence, and charity, could be exercised to 
the utmost. 

In October, 1854, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Brice- 





























375 SELEOTED. 


bridge and his wife, and thirty-seven nurses, she left England 
on her holy and ennobling mission, reaching Scutari m No- 
vember, just before the wounded of Balaklava were brought 
into the hospitals. There it was that she proved herself 
to be eminently capacitated for the arduous duty she had 
undertaken. Throughout the wards, where contusion had 
reigned previous to her arrival, the most perfect order and 
regularity were maintained ; and it was not only while actively 
engaged for the relief of the sick, that her presence was 
acknowledge by all to be a blessing. There was many a 
word of Seas and smile of sympathy which revived 
the despondent hearts of the poor sufferers more than any 

nal aid could possibly have done. In proof of this there 
is a passage from one of the soldiers’ letters, which, though 
written in a homely style, is replete with poetry which must 
appeal to every human heart. In speaking of the pleasure it 
was to see Miss Nightingale pass, he says: 

“She would speak to one and to another, and nod and 
smile to many more, but she couldn’t do it to all, you know; 
we lay there by hundreds ; but we-could kiss her shadow, as 
it fell, and lay our heads on the pillows again, content.” 

After her return from the Crimea, $600,000 were placed at 
her disposal as a testimony of a nation’s gratitude; this sum 
she appropriated to the erection and management of a Training 
School for Nurses, thus endeavoring to perpetuate her own 
example in others. 

Very little has been heard of her for two years, but during 
this time she has not been idle; in her retirement she has 
written a hand-book called “Notes on Nursing; what it is, 
and what it is not,” which was issued a month ago, in London. 
This volume is the result of her own experience in her 
philanthropic career, and by its publication she bestows as 
gros services as she rendered in the hospitals at Scutari.— 

. A. Medico-Chirurgical Review. 


———_eee——___—_— 


Ortum aN Antipote ror Brtiaponna.—Dr. Lopez, of 
Mobile, mentions in the VV. A. Medico-Chirurgical Review, a 
case of poisoning from belladonna, successfully and speedily 
relieved by opium, thus showing the complete antagonism of 
the two poisons. The suggestion was derived from the prac- 
tice of Dr. Graves, of Dublin. When belladonna is freely 
used its toxic. effects are not uncommon, and it is important to _ 
5 ra in mind this simple antidote.—S?¢. Louis Med. and Surg. 
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CHANGES IN MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 


New York Medical Oollege: Dr. Horace Green has re- 
signed the presidency of the Faculty of the New York Medical 
College; and the chairs of Physiology, and of Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women and Children, in the same institution, 
have been vacated by the ritirement of Dr. Austin Flint, Jr., 
and Dr. E. R. Peaslee. 

Dr. W. A. Hammond, U, S. A., has been appointed Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy and Physiology in the Sinwniie of 
Maryland, the chair having been resigned by Professor Roby. 
On account of the death of Professor Frick, the chair of 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics, in the same college, has 
been rendered vacant, but has been filled by the appointment 
of Dr. Edward Warren, of Edenton, North Carolina. 

In the New Orleans School of Medicine, a number of 
changes have been made. Professor Austin Flint, Jr., has 
been appointed to the chair of Physiology and Microscopic 
Anatomy, its former incumbent, Dr. Peniston, having been 
transferred to that of Anatomy. The latter chair was vacated 
by Professor Beard, who now becomes Professor of Surgery 
and Surgical Pathology. Another chair, that of Clinical and 
Operative Surgery, has been established, to which Professor 
Choppin has been appointed.—V. A. Medico-Chirurgical 
Review. 


® — 
. 





OmntmMentT FoR Warts.—The Lepertoire de Pharmacie 
reproduced from the Allgemeine Medical Central-Zeitung, 
the following prescription for an ointment strongly recom- 
mended by Dr. Blaschko for the destruction of warts: 

Rh Potasse chromatis, grs. ij. 
Adipis, 3}. M. 

The excrescences should be: rubbed with this preparation 
twice daily, and in the space of three or four weeks the most 
inveterate verrucose productions are said to be entirely removed. 


Lo 
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Mepicat. Contece or Tue Strate or Sovurn Carotma.— 
The class in attendance on the lectures for the session of 
1859-60, amounted to two hundred and forty-nine students ; 
and the degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred, at the 
Annual Commencement, on one hundred and fifteen (115) 
candidates. 

















